Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 18:
Post-Communion Liturgy
and Collect

At the close of Divine
Service Setting 3 there are a
few liturgical elements
between the Nunc Dimittis
and the Benediction. The
first is the Thanksgiving
drawn from Psalm 107. “O
give thanks unto the Lord,
for He is good, and His
mercy endureth forever.”
What an appropriate way to
express our praise for what
has just taken place in the
Lord’s Supper. We have
again witnessed God’s
mercy and goodness as He
has given us the body and
blood of Jesus for the
forgiveness of our sins.

Following the Thanksgiving,
we have a choice of two
collects (prayers). Both are
fitting prayers of thanks for
the Supper. In the first we
pray for the fruits of the
Sacrament within us that it
would strengthen us in our
faith and in our love toward

one another. The second
option gives thanks for the
“pardon and peace” of the
Sacrament and continues
with a prayer that the Lord
would never forsake us and
that we would be enabled to
serve Him constantly.
Settings one, two, and four
include another beautiful
option (see LSB page 183
for example). This collect
reminds us that in the Lord’s
Supper we receive a
foretaste of the heavenly
banquet that awaits us upon
our deaths. The prayer asks
the Lord to “keep us firm in
the true faith throughout our
days of pilgrimage,” a
reminder that this life is a
journey toward our heavenly
home.

After the collect we again
speak the salutation to one
another, “The Lord be with
you. And with thy spirit.”
This is the third and final
time that this dialogue takes
place. “Pastor and people
bless each other and so it is a
sign of the bond of love in
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Jesus that should reside
among God’s people.” Next,
we find the Benedicamus,
“Bless we the Lord. Thanks
be to God.” These words are
taken from Psalm 103, but
the sentiment is found
throughout Scripture. The
phrase “Bless we the Lord”
can also properly be
understood as an exhortation
to “Praise the Lord.” (If you
want more explanation on
this, listen to the sermon from
11/23/22 from the Sermons
page on the VIC website.) In
this final dialogue between
pastor and congregation, the
people offer their thanks to
God for all the gifts they have
received in the Lord’s
presence: His absolution, His
word, His body and blood.
Thanks be to God!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Epiphany Men’s Bible Study
Bible Studay / Sunday 1:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Studay / Sunday Women’s Bible Study
School 11 a.m. 1:30 p.m.
Lunch noon
Council Meeting
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Studay / Sunday 1:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Divine Service 10 a.m

Circuit Meeting at VIC

North Texas Free

Bible Studay / Sunday 9a.m. Conference in Plano
School 11 a.m. Women'’s Bible Study 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Lunch noon 1:30 p.m.

29 30 31

Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Studay / Sunday Women'’s Bible Study

School 11 a.m. 1:30 p.m.

Lunch noon

Voters’ Meeting

Epiphany
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