Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

On Creeds: Part 6

From the 2" article of the
Nicene Creed: On the third
day, He rose again according
to the Scriptures.

St. Paul writes, “And if Christ
has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your
faith is in vain” (1 Corinthians
15:14). If Jesus did not rise
from the dead literally,
physically, and visibly, the
Christian church has no reason
to exist. Some people, even
some church bodies, have said
things like, “Well, what really
matters is that His disciples
believed that Jesus rose from
the dead.” Wrong. Jesus was
crucified on a cross on the hill
of Mount Calvary, literally and
completely died, was buried in
a sealed tomb, and rose from
the dead in His body. His body
was raised a glorious
incorruptible body. That’s what
actually matters. Christianity is
the only religion in the world
whose “founder” died and rose
from the dead in a physical
body and whose resurrected
body was seen by hundreds.

If Jesus didn’t rise from the

dead, Christianity has nothing
to offer. Jesus becomes just
another moral teacher who
was put to death for His out-of-
the-box thinking and

teaching. He becomes just
another historical figure who
met an untimely end. But since
the resurrection is true, it
proves that Jesus is indeed the
Son of God. It proves that His
death on the cross satisfied the
wrath of God. It proves that
Jesus will raise the faithful
saints out of their graves on
the last day also with glorified
bodies to live with Him in an
eternal paradise prepared for
us. It proves that everything
Jesus said was true.

This resurrection is attested to
by the Scriptures. That is, the
New Testament explicitly
describes the events of Jesus’
resurrection in detail, and the
rest of the New Testament is
saturated with the reality of that
event. But not only the New
Testament. Jesus says after
His resurrection in the book of
Luke, “These are my words
that | spoke to you while | was
still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and
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the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, and
said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and
on the third day rise from the
dead” (Luke 24:44-46). The
“Scriptures” here must refer to
the Old Testament since the
New Testament was not written
when Jesus uttered these
words. So, “according to the
Scriptures” in the Creed means
both that the New Testament is
a faithful witness to the truth of
the resurrection and that Jesus’
resurrection is the fulfillment of
the Old Testament as well.

The resurrection of Jesus isn’t
something we talk about or
meditate on only at Easter. It
should shape every day of our
lives as Christians. Since Jesus
rose from the dead He is
victorious over death. Since we
have been baptized into His
death we will be raised with Him
to new life. We are victorious
over death. Nothing this world
throws at us can undo what
Jesus has done for us.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.
Epiphany

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Studay / Sunday Women’s Bible Study

School 11 a.m. 1:30 p.m.

Lunch noon

Council Meeting

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study

Bible Studay / Sunday 1:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Studay / Sunday 1:30 p.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

28 29 30 31

Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Studay / Sunday Women'’s Bible Study

School 11 a.m. 1:30 p.m.

Lunch noon

Voters’ Meeting

Epiphany
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January Birthdays:
3 Robin Kroeger

8 Donna Schober
25 Carrie Purdom

26 Logan Rohloff
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Future Church Cleanings:
Jan. 6 Hill Family

Jan. 20 Kroeger, McClain, Wilson,
and Schwiesow Families

Feb. 3 Brad Rohloff Family

Feb. 17 Gary and Tim Rohloff Families




