Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Law and Gospel Part 7: More on
the Gospel

Last month we started our
consideration of the Gospel.
Remember, God’s law tells us
what to do, and the Gospel tells
us what God has done for us. The
law reveals our sin to us, and the
Gospel proclaims that sin is
forgiven on account of the all-
atoning sacrifice of Jesus. Under
the demands of the law we are
lost and dead, but the Gospel
restores to us everlasting life.

We have an innate sense of the
law, and its ramifications are all
around us. The Gospel is a
surprise. Our fallen human nature
would expect that if we were the
ones who have wronged God in
some way then it is up to us to fix
the situation. Logic would dictate
that if I’ve done something bad to
offend God then I need to do
some good things to make up for
it. That’s not how the law of God
works, however. It’s not a system
of plusses and minuses. “For
whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become
guilty of all of it” (James 2:10).
The standard of God’s law is
complete perfection in thought,
word, and deed. Not to mention,
we are all born with original sin
which is just as damnable as the
actual sins of thought, word, and

deed that we commiit.

This is why we need God to
intervene. This is why we need
the Gospel. The law not only
shows us our sinfulness but
proves to us that we are
incapable of keeping it.
However, Jesus did keep the law
of God, the whole law, perfectly.
He is the only man to ever do so.
Thus, His sacrifice is the
sacrifice of the perfect man. The
human and divine blood of God
Himself was shed on the cross,
and God declares this blood to
cleanse all people from their sin.
This is the good news we need
but, according to our human
nature, would not expect.

There are various ways that
Scripture describes the Gospel to
us. Some of the terms Scripture
uses you may find more
compelling than others, which is
why the Bible gives us so many
pictures of what God has done
for us in Jesus. The atonement is
the word we use to describe the
actual sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross. Jesus’ blood was shed in
place of our own blood to make
up for the sins we have
committed. Justification is
another term. This word brings to
mind a courtroom scene where
God declares us “not guilty” on
account of what Jesus has done.
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Salvation is another popular term.
This word means to be rescued.
God in Christ has rescued us from
the consequences of sin, namely
death and hell. Forgiveness is a
word we hear often in church and
implies the removal of a debt. In
theological terms, forgiveness
means the debt we owe to God on
account of our sin has been wiped
off the books. Two other terms
that go together are redemption
and ransom. To “redeem” means
to buy back or make a payment in
return for something. Jesus has
bought us back, redeemed us, for
the Father by paying the ransom
price of His own life on the cross.
In that purchase, we are freed
from slavery to sin and made
servants of God. Other words that
pop up in relation to the Gospel
include peace, life, and
reconciliation.

Next month we will consider
some misunderstandings of the
Gospel that we need to avoid.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
No School No School No School Men’s Bible Study
Christmas Break Christmas Break Christmas Break 8:30 a.m.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Studay / Sunday Epiphany Women'’s Bible Study

School 11 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation
Council Meeting

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Divine Service 10 a.m Ladies’ Night Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Studay / Sunday 6:30 p.m. 1:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Divine Service 10 a.m No School - Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Studay / Sunday Staff Development 1:00 p.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation

26 27 28 29 30 31
Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Studay / Sunday Circuit Meeting

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

Voters’ Meeting

*

Epiphany
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January Birthdays:
3 Robin Kroeger

8 Donna Schober
25 Carrie Purdom

26 Logan Rohloff
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Future Church Cleanings:
Clean the week of:

Jan. 6 - 11 Higby and Metoxen Families
Jan. 20 - 25 Haney and Knox Families
Feb.3-8 Hill Family

Feb. 17 - 22 Kroeger, McClain,

Schwiesow, and Wilson
Families




