Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 6: Salutation
and Collect

In the salutation, pastor and people
responsively speak the words, “The
Lord be with you. And also with
you.” Similar expressions are found
in the Bible at several places (Ruth
2:4, Judges 6:12; Lk 1:28, 2 Thess
3:16). Pastor and people bless each
other, and so it is a sign of the bond
of love in Jesus that should reside
among God’s people. Some pastors
may include hand gestures that
accompany the salutation. The
pastor may extend his hands when
he speaks, and receiving the blessing
he may fold them together and
slightly bow his head.

The Collect is the prayer following
the salutation. The prayer often
focuses on the content of the day’s
Gospel or Epistle reading. It is part
of the “propers” of the day meaning
it changes from Sunday to Sunday
just like the Introit. The prayer is
“proper” for a particular Sunday.
Thus, it aids in the unity of thought

in the service. The Collect serves the §

Gospel by focusing our faith
outwardly on the presence and
promises of God! This is a great

strength of liturgical worship over
against emotion based, charismatic
style praise services that often focus
one inward. If emotion become too
much a focus, it obscures what God
has said and done for us.

Many of the collects we use are
ancient dating back centuries. They
tend to be somewhat poetic and
reverent in nature, not written/
spoken in a free, extemporaneous
style. Yet, we should never fall into
the mistaken notion that written
prayers are not spiritual. On the
contrary, a written prayer is a well
thought out reflection of the God of
order. It has been said of the
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collects, “Their humility of spirit is
balanced by certainty of faith, and
their brevity of form by breadth of
thought.” (L. Reed, The Lutheran
Liturgy) Both written and
extemporaneous prayers have a place
among God’s people as long as the
prayer is truly spiritual in the thought
it conveys and in the heart of faith
that prays it. The Collect will often
follow this five part pattern:

1. God is addressed. Typically, it
is the Father, but prayers
addressed to the Son and Holy
Spirit are also used when it is
appropriate.

2. The basis of the prayer is
given.

3. The request is given.

4. The purpose or benefit of the
prayer is expressed.

5. The ending, which is a
doxology and serves to clarify
once again that we are praying
to the one and only Triune
God, is prayed.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
4 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Advent Service 7 p.m.
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4 p.m.
School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Divine Service 10 a.m Christmas Eve Christmas Day
Bible Study / Sunday Service 7 p.m. Service 10 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
26 27 28 29 30 31

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

New Year’s Eve
Service 7 p.m.




December

. Where does Paul instruct his readers to include .
music in their worship? December Birthdays:

. How many stars did the son of man have in his
hand? Y 1 Don Foltz

. According to Peter, what covers a multitude of
sins? _ 2 Melinda Mitchell
. Who write Revelation and from where?
. Which book says something about the deceiver
and the antichrist? 11 Brian Schwiesow
. Where does Paul speak of his “thorn in the flesh?”
. Where is the image of the church as the “bride of
Christ” found?
8. Where is “the yoke of slavery to the law” found?
9. Who is ministering on the island of Crete when
Paul writes to him?
10. Where is the exhortation “to put on the full armor
of God” found?
11. Who is a runaway slave?
12. Where is “as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without deeds is dead” located?
13. Where is “for to me, to live is Christ, and to die is
gain” located?
14. “Jesus is a high priest, in the order of
Melchizedek” is located where?
15. What books are written by Jesus’ brothers?
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But thanks be to God, who gives us the E . E )

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." r 508 Main Street Ne1wa‘{k, Te;(as

1 Corinthians 15:57 ) 817-489-5400
viclutheranchurch.org




