Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 17: The
Nunc Dimittis

In Luke 2:25 and following, we read
the account of a Godly and
presumably old man named Simeon.
The Holy Spirit had promised
Simeon that he would live to see the
Christ. He fulfilled His promise
when Mary and Joseph went to the
Temple in Jerusalem to present
Jesus before the Lord. Simeon
picked up infant Jesus and holding
Him in his arms he spoke by the
guiding of the Holy Spirit, “Now
Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-
servant depart in peace, according to
Thy word; For my eyes have seen
Thy salvation, Which Thou hast
prepared in the presence of all
people, A light of revelation to the
Gentiles, And the glory of Thy
people Israel.” (NASB)

From this text we derive the canticle
we sing after Communion called the
Nunc Dimittis (meaning “now
dismiss” or “now let [us] depart”).
Simeon had seen all he needed to
see, and he could now die in peace.
What wonderful words to apply to
the end of Communion. We, too,
have seen the Lord’s Salvation! We

have received His Peace and can
depart from the church building
into the world with confidence. We
have all we need in Christ.

Unlike most of the parts of the
liturgy we have considered thus far,
the use of the Nunc Dimittis is a
fairly recent addition historically.
Though the words date back to
Jesus’ early life, including these
words in the liturgy after
communion was a change that
Luther made in the year 1522.
Luther deemed the Nunc Dimittis a
fitting way to express what we
experience during the Lord’s
Supper. These words of Simeon

December
2022

capture his amazement and awe and
wonder at seeing His Lord. Even
Mary and Joseph marveled at his
words (Luke 2:23). Likewise, we are
moved to marvel at the awesome
miracle we have just witnessed in the
Lord’s Supper, where we see Christ
coming to us in, with, and under the
bread and wine. Thus, we sing
Simeon’s words to express our
amazement and thanks.

Thanks be to God that He sustains our
faith and forgives our sins in so many
ways, including in the receiving of
Christ’s body and blood in the
sacrament. Our eyes have seen His
salvation.

(adapted from https://
steadfastlutherans.org/2009/06/notes-
on-the-liturgy-21-post-communion-
canticle-collect/)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m.
School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Christmas Eve
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m. Service 7 p.m.
School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Divine Service 10 a.m

New Year’s Eve
Service 7 p.m.

Christmas
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