Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

On Creeds: Part 5

From the 2" article: Who for us
men and onr salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was
made man. And was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried.

These words summarize the
whole earthly life of Jesus before
His resurrection. This is often
referred to as Christ’s state of
humiliation. Jesus “humiliated”
Himself (humbled or lowered
Himself) in that He came down
from heaven and became a

man. Moreover, He veiled or hid
His glory and divinity most of the
time, only exercising it at certain
times, for example in the
performing of miracles or on the
mount of transfiguration.
Though He veiled His glory and
power to some extent, He did

not permit Himself to be killed or

arrested until the appropriate
time, until His hour had come.
You’ll note that in this humiliated
state many did not believe Him
to be the Messiah. However,
those who believed His words

did see Him as the promised
Messiah, though they didn’t
really understand what He had
come to do, die for sin, until
Pentecost.

The climax of this section is the
phrase “and was made man.”
This short phrase speaks
volumes against a vast swath of
heretical ideas all of which have
their roots in Gnostic thought.
Remember Gnosticism looks
with disdain on earthly, physical
things. Flesh and body are
considered evil, and only the

spirit is or can be good and pure.

For “Gnostic Christians”taking
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on a human body is beneath God.
He would never lower Himself in
such a way. But the creed
proclaims loud and clear that God
in Christ became man. He took on
the same sort of flesh and blood
that you and I have. He came
down from heaven, left His
glorious throne to become one of
us, to live for a time in this sin-
filled corrupt world, and to ascend
to the throne of the cross. Why?
As the creed says, for us, and for
our salvation.

You may notice during the creed,
that I (or other pastors) will bow
during part of this section. Some
may even kneel at the words “and
was made man.” This is out of
reverence, honor, and thanks for
the miracle of Christ’s incarnation.
In this gesture we give thanks to
the Son of God that He would
lower Himself to be born into our
wotld, to take on our sin, and
atone for it as the one perfect and
final sacrifice for sin. Thanks be to

God.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

Newark’s Tree
Lightiing Ceremony
4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m.

School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.

Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Divine Service 10 a.m

Bible Study / Sunday Women'’s Bible Study

School 11 a.m. 4:30 p.m.

Lunch noon Advent Dinner 6 p.m.

Council Meeting Advent Service 7 p.m.

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m.

School 11 a.m. Advent Dinner 6 p.m.

Lunch noon Advent Service 7 p.m.

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Divine Service 10 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Service 7 p.m.

Divine Service 10 a.m.

31
Divine Service 10 a.m

New Year’s Eve
Service 7 p.m.
New Year’s Eve Party
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We are in our last month of 2023. In 2024, | would like to challenge every member
of this congregation to read or continue reading through the Bible in one year. The
Bible readings for December and part of January are listed below.

Dec. 1: 1 Corinthians 9-11 Dec. 14: 2 Thessalonians Dec. 27: Revelation 4-8
Dec. 2: 1 Corinthians 12-14  Dec. 15: 1 Timothy Dec. 28: Revelation 9-12
Dec. 3: 1 Corinthians 15-16  Dec. 16: 2 Timothy Dec. 29: Revelation 13-16
Dec. 4: 2 Corinthians 1-4 Dec. 17: Titus, Philemon Dec. 30: Revelation 17-19
Dec. 5: 2 Corinthians 5-9 Dec. 18: Hebrews 1-6 Dec. 31: Revelation 20-22
Dec. 6: 2 Corinthians 10-13  Dec. 19: Hebrews 7-10 January 1: Genesis 1-3
Dec. 7: Galatians 1-3 Dec. 20: Hebrews 11-13 January 2: Genesis 4-7
Dec. 8: Galatians 4-6 Dec. 21: James January 3: Genesis 8-11
Dec. 9: Ephesians 1-3 Dec. 22: 1 Peter January 4: Genesis 12 -15
Dec. 10: Ephesians 4-6 Dec. 23: 2 Peter January 5: Genesis 16-18
Dec. 11: Philippians Dec. 24: 1 John January 6: Genesis 19-21
Dec. 12: Colossians Dec. 25: 2-3 John, Jude January 7: Genesis 22-24
Dec. 13: 1 Thessalonians Dec. 26: Revelation 1-3 January 8: Genesis 25-26

Christmas




