Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

It seems so quickly that we move
from the joy and celebration of
Christmas and Epiphany to the
penitential season of Lent, but it is
upon us. Ash Wednesday begins
the season and takes place this
year on February 17%,

Ashes as a sign of repentance
have a long history with God’s
people. In Job 42:3—6, Job says to
God: “I had heard of you by the
hearing of the ear, but now my eye
sees you; therefore I despise
myself, and repent in dust and
ashes.” The prophet Jeremiah calls
for repentance by saying: "O
daughter of my people, put on
sackcloth, and roll in ashes;” (Jer
6:26). The prophet Daniel
recounted pleading to God: "Then
I turned my face to the Lord God,
seeking him by prayer and pleas
for mercy with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes" (Daniel 9:3).
In New Testament times, there is
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evidence that ashes were still
used as a sign of repentance in
the 200s and 300s AD.

The actual practice of celebrating
Ash Wednesday comes a bit later
in history, slowly coming into
practice late in the 8™ century up
into the 11" century. Then in
1091, Pope Urban II declared
that Ash Wednesday would be
celebrated in Rome, and it
quickly became common practice
all throughout the Western
Christian church. It seems that
during the Reformation in both
England and Germany, ashes
continued to be given on Ash
Wednesday, but the practice
began to fall out of use among
Lutherans fairly quickly after
that, for reasons that remain a
mystery. The imposition of ashes
doesn't appear to be widespread
among protestant denominations
in the U.S. until the 1970s.

Receiving ashes on Ash
Wednesday is one of those
ceremonies that is neither
commanded nor forbidden in the
Bible, what we would call an
adiaphoron. However, it is a
practice that is meaningful for
many of us, as it reminds us what
we are before God according to
our human nature. We were made
from the dust of the earth, and
because of sin we will die, and
our bodies will return to dust.
Yet, we come before God
repenting of our sin and receiving
the ashes of repentance with full
assurance and faith that because
of Jesus’ death and resurrection,
God will take our decayed bodies
and raise them up new and
glorious to dwell with God for
eternity. Thanks be to God!
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1. What stopped Balam’s donkey from moving
forward?

2. How many men did Moses send to explore
Canaan?

3. Name Aaron’s sons.
4. What was the age of retirement for a Levite?
5. Who replaced Aaron as chief priest?

6. Who were struck down for giving unauthorized
fire before the Lord?

7. Why did Moses need to make a bronze
serpent?

8. How often were the Sabbath Years and the
Year of Jubilee?

9. Where did Og, king of Bashan, attack the
Israelites?

10. Name the Feasts of the Lord.
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11. Who was the king of the Amorites and where did
he live?

12. Whose daughters wanted their father’s
inheritance?

13. What happened to Korah and the people with
him? Why did this happen to them?

15. What happened to Miriam when she spoke
against Moses?

15. Of the spies sent to Canaan, how may lived and
how many died? Why did they die?

16. After the birth of a child, how long is a woman
unclean for a male child? For a female child?

17. Name three things a person needed to do to
be a Nazirite?

18. God told Moses that his people would take
possession of this land and drive out its
inhabitants.




