Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 8: The Creed

“No creed but the Bible.” Perhaps you
have heard something like that before
and wondered why Lutherans and other
Christians use creeds. A wonderful
answer to that question, is to use
another question: Why not use them!?
If another Christian ever asks you that
question, recite one of the creeds to
them, and ask them what is it about that
creed that they would object to. We
Lutherans boldly confess “Scripture
alone!” We do not place creeds on the
same authority as Scripture, but they
become important for us because they
teach what the Scriptures teach.
Throughout history people have twisted
the Bible. Thus, creeds become
important tools for confessing the
orthodox (“right teaching”) doctrine of
Scripture. They say, “Here we stand!
This is what the Word teaches! This is
what we reject!”

Lutherans understand pastors to have
two primary duties, “feed the sheep and
ward off the wolves.” (Formula of
Concord) That is, the pastor must teach
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the Word purely and also condemn
false doctrine. This is what the creeds
do for Lutherans. In the Lutheran
Service Book there are three
“ecumenical” (or universal) creeds—
Nicene (pg. 191), Apostle’s (pg. 192),
and Athanasian Creed (pg. 319). All
three creeds teach the doctrine of the
Trinity. Note how the Nicene &
Apostle’s Creed follow a similar
outline based on the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

These Creeds are ancient. The Nicene
Creed began to be formed at a church
council in Nicea, Turkey in 325 AD
as a response to specific heresies that
were invading the church. It is usually
used during the Divine Service. The
Apostle’s Creed dates to at least the
early 2nd century after Christ, and it
gained its name because it confesses
the faith as the apostles taught it, not
because they specifically wrote it. Its
primary use has been at baptisms,
funerals, and for confirmation
instruction. The Athanasian Creed
originated in what is now Southern
France in the 400’s, but no one knows
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who the author is even though it was
named after Athanasius. It too was
developed to address specific heresies
of the time, and it is typically used
only on Trinity Sunday because of its
length. We do not confess “modern”
creeds written anew every Sunday and
neglect the confessions of the past.
Because the ecumenical creeds are
built on Scripture, they are timeless.
The age of these creeds reminds us
that we do not confess them alone. We
are part of a mighty army of believers
marching from of old, and, yet, we are
one church that confesses the faith
“with angels and archangels and all of
the company of heaven.” (adapted
from L. Rast, Lutheran Witness, June
2000, pg 22).
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5
Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m.

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Study / Sunday 1:00 p.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study

Bible Study / Sunday 1:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

20 21 22 23 24 25 28

Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study

Bible Study / Sunday 1:00 p.m.

School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

27 28

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
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February Birthdays:
1 Ashton Rodgers

2 Brad Rohloff
2 Jared Rohloff
3 Zoey Richardson

11 Jenny Jones

14 Angi Haney
18 Hailey Richardson
19 Richard Eicksteadt

24 Suzanne Richardson




