Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 19: The
Benediction

The LORD bless you and keep you. The
LORD make his face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. The LORD
lift up His countenance upon you and
give you peace.

This is the Benediction that concludes
Divine Service Setting 3 (LSB p. 202).
A slightly different translation
concludes the other Divine Services.
Benediction literally means “to speak
well of” or “to speak good upon” and
from that we get its common meaning
“to bless.”

These are God’s words of good fortune
to His people. In Numbers 6:22-27, the
Lord gave this Benediction to the
priesthood. God commanded Aaron
and his sons to speak this blessing over
the people of Isracl. Because of Martin
Luther, the Aaronic blessing was
brought to the Christian church and is
most often used in the worship services
of Lutheran congregations. It has been
said, “No finer or more spiritual word
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in the vocabulary of devotion could
be found with which to conclude the
service than the word ‘peace’.”
(Luther Reed) What is God’s will
toward the church? What is His
disposition towards me personally?
The Benediction tells me that the
heart of God is to prosper and bless
His people through a relationship with
the Almighty. There it is sinner:
God’s disposition towards you in
Christ is most pleasant. God speaks to
you, the individual, in these words. In
the Hebrew of Numbers 6, in the
German and Jacobean English of our
former hymnals, this is made clearer
by the language used — “The LORD
bless thee (you-singular) and keep
thee (you-singular).” In contrast to the
general words of absolution spoken
over the congregation (you-plural) at
the beginning of the service, these
words of benediction spoken over the
entire group are spoken to you
(singular). Having received the Body
and Blood given and shed “for you
(plural),” the blessing of the shed
Blood of the Lamb is proclaimed to
you (singular).
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The Benediction also instructs us as to
the source of our well-being. Three
times over it is the LORD (Yahweh)
that speaks. Three blessings are given
for emphasis. The New Testament
further reveals that three persons come
to bless us — Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. As we began the service in the
name of the Trinity and the sign of the
cross made by the pastor over the
congregation so we depart in like
manner, confident of the Lord’s grace
and favor toward us.

(adapted from https://
steadfastlutherans.org/2009/06/notes-
on-the-liturgy-22-benediction/)
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February

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
The Purification of Men’s Bible Study
Mary and the 8:30 a.m.
Presentation of Our
Lord Day
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 1:30 p.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Evangelism Workshop
Bible Study / Sunday 1:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Women’s Bible Study
Divine Service 10 a.m 4:30 p.m. St. Matthias, Apostle Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday Lent Dinner 6:00 p.m. Day 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m. Ash Wednesday
Lunch noon Service 7:00 p.m.
26 27 28

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
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