Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

A Word from Pastor Schielke

On Creeds: Part 7

From the 2" article of the Nicene
Creed: and (He) ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father.

The Feast of the Ascension of Christ
is celebrated every year by the
church 40 days after Easter. The
problem is that this great
commemoration always falls on a
Thursday. Traditionally, churches
would have a special service on that
day marking the feast, but in the
busyness of modern times doing so
has fallen out of practice. Thus, we
often lose track of how important the
ascension is and what it means for us
Christians.

But why is the ascension a big deal?
Often, Christians think of the
ascension as the time when “Jesus
left us,” and now we are left here on
earth to “fend for ourselves.” But
nothing could be further from the
truth. The disciples saw Jesus go up
(ascend) into heaven physically, but
the word ascension sort of has a
double meaning. We also use that
term for a new earthly king or queen
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who takes the throne. The king
“ascends” to the throne. This is true
for Jesus as well. He ascended (or
re-ascended) to the position of
power and authority in heaven, the
right hand of His Father. The
crucified and risen Christ is now
ruling and reigning all things.

One should note that the verbs in
the second article of the creed
describing Jesus up until this point
have been written in the past tense.
Jesus was born of the virgin Mary.
He was crucified, etc. And the last
part of the second article is written
in future tense. He will come again
in glory. But this one word, sits, is
written in present tense. The Lord
Jesus currently sits at the right hand
of the Father. That is not so much
where He is but describes the
current situation in the world. We
are between the time of Christ’s
ascension and His return in glory.
During this time, Christ is with His
church in Word and Sacrament and
is seated at the right hand of the
Father ruling all things. We are in a
time of waiting. Christ isn’t absent.
He hasn’t abandoned the church but
is at work through the church to
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bring people to Himself, even as He
rules the universe.

The ascension is even more
profound when you consider that
Jesus retains His full humanity.
Jesus is still fully divine and fully
human. There is a human being at
the right of the Father ruling all
things. There is a priest who
experienced our human weakness
constantly interceding for us with the
Father, placing the sacrifice of His
own blood between us and God’s
wrath over sin.

This hymn verse summarizes the
ascended Christ, “Christ sits at God’s
right hand, His saving work
complete, to reign till every foe will lie
beneath His feet. All that the Father
planned, The Son sought to fulfill,
when first He said, “Lord, here am |
to do your will.” (LSB 564).
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
The Purification of
Mary and the
Presentation of Our
Lord Day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Divine Service 10 a.m Women’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 1:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Women’s Bible Study
Divine Service 10 a.m 4:30 p.m.
Bible Study / Sunday Lent Dinner 6:00 p.m.
School 11 a.m. Ash Wednesday
Lunch noon Service 7:00 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Women'’s Bible Study
Divine Service 10 a.m 4:30 p.m. St. Matthias, Apostle
Bible Study / Sunday Lent Dinner 6:00 p.m. Day
School 11 a.m. Lent Wednesday Men’s Bible Study
Lunch noon Service 7:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
25 26 27 28 29
Women'’s Bible Study
Divine Service 10 a.m 4:30 p.m.
Bible Study / Sunday Lent Dinner 6:00 p.m.
School 11 a.m. Lent Wednesday
Lunch noon Service 7:00 p.m.




: : : February
1' Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

2024

February Birthdays: Future Church Cleanings:

1 Ashton Rodgers Feb. 4 Brad Rohloff Family

2 Brad Rohloff Feb. 18 Gary Rohloff and Tim Rohloff
Families

2 Jared Rohloff
Mar. 3 Schielke Family
3 Zoey Richardson
Mar. 17 Schmidt Family
11 Jenny Jones

14 Angi Haney

16 Tim Schmidt
18 Hailey Richardson
22 Burgandy Knox

24 Suzanne Richardson




