Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

Names for the Sundays in Lent

Historically, each Sunday in Lent has a
unique Latin name. These names derive
from the Introit appointed for the day,
specifically the first word of the Introit. Here
is a quick summary of the names of these
Sundays:

1st Sunday: Invocabit (or Invocavit, He will
call upon me) - From Psalm 91:15, “When
he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be
with him in trouble; | will rescue him and
honor him.” This Latin word should remind
you of part of the Divine Service, namely the
Invocation. We begin each service “In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.” In this way we are calling
upon God, praying, that He would be
present with us to forgive our sins and give
us His promised gifts.

2nd Sunday: Reminiscere (Remember
your mercy) - From Psalm 25:6, “Remember
your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast
love, for they have been from of old.” On this
Sunday we hear in the Gospel lesson, the

Gentile woman who pleads to Jesus for a

A Word from Pastor Schielke

demon to be driven out of her daughter. She
cries out to Jesus, “Have mercy on me, O
Lord, Son of David.” Jesus does show her
mercy and tells her, “O woman, great is your
faith!” We likewise cry out for God’s mercy
amid a sin-filled world and know that God

hears our pleas.

3rd Sunday: Oculi (My eyes are always on
the Lord) - From Psalm 25:15, “My eyes are
ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my
feet out of the net.” The Latin word oculi
simply means eyes. Our English words
ocular, binocular, etc., derive from this
word. Here we are reminded to keep our
eyes fixed on God, for He is our help. Or as
the writer to the Hebrews puts it, “Let us fix
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector

of our faith.”

4th Sunday: Laetare (Rejoice) - From
Isaiah 66:10, “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and
be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice
with her in joy, all you who mourn over her;
Also known as "Rose Sunday" or "Mothering
Sunday.” In some traditions the color for this

Sunday is rose (pink) instead of the usual

Lenten purple, to highlight joy during
Lent’s penitential tones. The people of
Judah were driven from their land yet were
still able to rejoice in God’s promise of a
restoration. We, too, though we struggle in
this life, rejoice that our Lord Jesus is
making all things new.

5th Sunday: Judica (Vindicate me) -
From Psalm 43:1, “Vindicate me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly
people, from the deceitful and unjust man
deliver me!” As we get closer to Holy
Week, we are reminded of the opposition
Jesus faced. Though He is the Son of
God, He was treated like an imposter by
the Jews and a common criminal by the
Romans. He would be vindicated at His
resurrection, the ultimate proof of His
mastery over even death itself. We
likewise may be ridiculed for our faith. But
what we believe now will be proven true

on the last day at Christ’s return.

Lenten Season - Lent began on Wednesday, February 18, with
Ash Wednesday. During the Lenten season, we focus on our sins
and repent of them as we look towards Jesus’ trial, punishment,
and death for our sins as the Lamb of God who was sacrificed for
us.

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
1 Corinthians 15:57
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The Smalcald Articles - On December 11, 1536, John Frederick commissioned Martin Luther to prepare a
statement of faith in the form of confessional articles, The Smalcald Articles (SA), for presentation to a meeting of
Lutheran theologians and lay leaders on February 7, 1537, in Smalcald, Germany. While working on the SA, on
December 18, Luther became seriously ill and was convinced he was near death. The SA were considered
Luther’s “last will and testament.” Over the next months, you will find the articles of the Smalcald Articles in our
newsletter. It’s good for all of us to have at least some familiarity with this important doctrinal statement.

Part Il
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Concerning the following articles we may [will be able to] treat with learned and reasonable men, or among ourselves. The
Pope and his [the Papal] government do not care much about these. For with them conscience is nothing, but money, [glory]
honors, power are [to them] everything.

Article I: Of Sin

1 Here we must confess, as Paul says in Rom. 5:12, that sin originated [and entered the world] from one man Adam, by
whose disobedience all men were made sinners, [and] subject to death and the devil. This is called original or capital sin.

2 The fruits of this sin are afterwards the evil deeds which are forbidden in the Ten Commandments, such as [distrust]
unbelief, false faith, idolatry, to be without the fear of God, presumption [recklessness], despair, blindness [or complete loss
of sight], and, in short not to know or regard God; furthermore to lie, to swear by [to abuse] God’s name [to swear falsely], not
to pray, not to call upon God, not to regard [to despise or neglect] God’s Word, to be disobedient to parents, to murder, to be
unchaste, to steal, to deceive, etc.

s This hereditary sin is so deep [and horrible] a corruption of nature that no reason can understand it, but it must be [learned
and] believed from the revelation of Scriptures, Ps. 51:5; Rom. 6:12ff ; Ex. 33:3; Gen. 3:7ff Hence, it is nothing but error and
blindness in regard to this article what the scholastic doctors have taught, namely:

& That since the fall of Adam the natural powers of man have remained entire and incorrupt, and that man by nature has a
right reason and a good will; which things the philosophers teach.

s Again, that man has a free will to do good and omit evil, and, conversely, to omit good and do evil.
6 Again, that man by his natural powers can observe and keep [do] all the commands of God.

¥ Again, that, by his natural powers, man can love God above all things and his neighbor as himself.
< Again, if a man does as much as is in him, God certainly grants him His grace.

< Again, if he wishes to go to the Sacrament, there is no need of a good intention to do good, but it is sufficient if he has not a
wicked purpose to commit sin; so entirely good is his nature and so efficacious the Sacrament.

i [Again,] that it is not founded upon Scripture that for a good work the Holy Ghost with His grace is necessary.

11 Such and many similar things have arisen from want of understanding and ignorance as regards both this sin and Christ,
our Savior, and they are truly heathen dogmas, which we cannot endure. For if this teaching were right [approved], then
Christ has died in vain, since there is in man no defect nor sin for which he should have died; or He would have died only for
the body, not for the soul, inasmuch as the soul is [entirely] sound, and the body only is subject to death.
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March

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Academy Fundraiser
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m. Panera Bread
School 11 a.m. Lenten Dinner 6 p.m. 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Lunch noon Lenten Service 7 p.m.
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m. Lenten Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Lenten Service 7 p.m.
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Divine Service 10 a.m Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break
Bible Study / Sunday No School No School No School No School No School
School 11 a.m. Lenten Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Lenten Service 7 p.m.
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Study / Sunday 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m. Lenten Dinner 6 p.m.
Lunch noon Lenten Service 7 p.m
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.
29 30 31

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

Council Meeting
12:45 p.m.

March Birthdays:

6 Gary Rohloff 21 Dennis Haney
7 Jeremy Higby 21 Christine Morgan

12 Hayden Rohloff 23 Kerri Schielke

13 Eugene Kroeger
15 Brooke Elledge

15 Terri Schmidt

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
1 Corinthians 15:57

April 11 - Schielke Family

April 25 - Schmidt

Future Church Cleanings:
March 14 - Brad Rohloff Family

March 27 & 28 - Everyone for Spring Cleaning
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VIC Happenings
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Lenten Services - Renewed in Faith, Hope, and Grace: Luther's Small Catechism outlines the basics
of our Christian faith. Lent is a time of returning to the basics, if you will—confession, absolution, the
cross of Jesus. The first three parts of the Catechism teach us the “what” of the Christian faith: what
we are, who God is, and what He has done. The last three of the six chief parts teach us the “how”
and “where” of the faith—how God works salvation in us and where we can find His grace and mercy.
Our Lenten journey this year is a journey through the Small Catechism. May we find renewed hope
and faith in the essentials of what it means to be God’s children.

Season of Lent
3/4 - The Lord's Prayer
3/11 - Baptism
3/18 - Confession and Absolution
3/25 - The Sacrament of the Altar
4/2 Maundy Thursday — Christian Questions and Answers
4/3 Good Friday — Law and Gospel Meet

Spring Cleaning - We will have our annual spring cleaning on Friday, March 27, and Saturday,
March 28.

Maundy Thursday Service - This service is April 2 and goes through Christ’s trial and sentence to
the cross.

Good Friday Service - This service is April 3 and is a Tenebrae service, a service of darkness. It is
about His sentence and death on the cross.

Prayer Vigil - Saturday, April 4
Easter Breakfast - April 5, we will be serving breakfast from 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Easter Service - This is a celebration of Christ’s win over death and the devil.

Easter Egg Hunt - This is following the Easter Service for all children 12 years and younger.

The Bible readings for March and part of April are listed below.

March 1: Deuteronomy 5-7 March 14: Joshua 12-15 March 27: 1 Sam. 1-3
March 2: Deuteronomy 8-10 March 15: Joshua 16-18 March 28: 1 Sam. 4-8
March 3: Deuteronomy 11-13 March 16: Joshua 19-21 March 29: 1 Sam. 9-12
March 4: Deuteronomy 14-16 March 17: Joshua 22-24  March 30: 1 Sam. 13-14
March 5: Deuteronomy 17-20 March 18: Judges 1-2 March 31: 1 Sam. 15-17
March 6: Deuteronomy 21-23 March 19: Judges 3-5 April 1: 1 Sam. 18-20
March 7: Deuteronomy 24-27 March 20: Judges 6-7 April 2: 1 Sam. 21-24
March 8: Deuteronomy 28-29 March 21: Judges 8-9 April 3: 1 Sam. 25- 27
March 9: Deuteronomy 30-31 March 22: Judges 10-12  April 4: 1 Sam. 28-31
March 10: Deuteronomy 32-34 March 23: Judges 13-15  April 5: 2 Sam. 1-3
March 11: Joshua 1-4 March 24: Judges 16-18  April 6: 2 Sam. 4-7
March 12: Joshua 5-8 March 25: Judges 19-21  April 7: 2 Sam. 8-12
March 13: Joshua 9-11 March 26: Ruth April 8: 2 Sam. 13-15

" ; Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

R s 508 an teet Newar Texes

1 Corinthians 15:57 e

viclutheranchurch.org



March
2026

"I' Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article — March 2026

As a kid, | remember my Grandma and Grandpa Diepholz’ home with extraordinary joy. Family fun. Great food. A
legacy of faith. One of my lasting memories of that house was the table that sat between their twin beds. It
contained a lamp, a Bible, a catechism and a hymnal. These were well-worn, as Grandpa read to Grandma every
night before they went to sleep! What a treasure these tools of faith are! Let us spend some time this month in the
hymnal to help us better understand our life as Christian stewards! To do this, we will use LSB 785 “We Praise
You, O God.”

We Praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tributes we bring.

We lay it before You, and kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

Stewardship is an act of worship. It flows from the grace and mercy we have received in Jesus! Faithful
stewardship can never start with us. Our sinful nature will make us and our desires the center of our worship. Our
tributes, our giving and our serving only flow from how the Lord Jesus has given of Himself for our sake! When we
have this in clear view, our knees bow and our praises flow freely! All this flows from the Name that has been
placed on us in Holy Baptism!

We worship You, God of our Fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

Our stewardship that flows from what God has done for us in Jesus Christ is rooted in history. Passed from one
generation to the next, stewards of the Gospel connect God’s provision in the past to His continued care in the
present.

So often, the struggles we face are self-inflicted. While there are indeed perils that can shake us from outside of
ourselves, we are more likely enduring the suffering that comes because of our own choices that are outside the
Word and will of God! But even in these situations, the Lord who loves us will never forsake us. When we become
selfish, self-serving and self-destructive, the Lord NEVER abandons! The Lord helps us to overcome the struggles
in faith and win the victory the steward rejoices in!

With voices united our praises we offer

And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great redeemer, forever be praise!

Stewardship is more than just an individual thing. There is a corporate nature to our steward life. We see this in
the Divine Service. There, stewards of all ages, all economic strata and all languages are joined in the singular
task of praise. This stewardship of praise flows from the altar to us, out into the world and then back to the altar!
God’s strong arm leads us in this stewardship 24/7. This makes stewardship, in all times and places, a matter of
worship. We praise our Redeemer who has entrusted us with this great stewardship of the Gospel which forgives
our sins, grants us new life and salvation. And this treasure we freely share for God’s glory and the benefit of our

ighbor!
neighbor Victory in Christ Lutheran Church
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we’'re raising dough!

VICTORY IN CHRIST CLASSICAL LUTHERAN
ACADEMY

' 23%
Mar(:h 5, 2026 OF NET SALES

4:00 pm to 8:00 pm -
2925 Heritage Trace Pkwy, Fort Worth, TX

Use code FUNDA4U at panerabread.com, in the Panera App,
or at the kiosk in-cafe.

Online orders placed all day at your event cafe will count toward your total sales.

Tovera

FUNDRAISING

*20% fundraiser: Up to 20% of net sales from your designated and registered fundraising event will be donated %0 your approved organization. Minimum sales
of $100 on the specified date, time and location required to recelve 20% donation. 25% fundraiser: Up %o 25% of net sales from your designated and registered
fundraising event will be donated %o your approved arganization. Mindmum sales of $150 on the specified date, time and location required to recelve 25% donation.
General tferms: Detalls on percentage of net sales 10 be donated and the mindmum sales requirement will be provided during the event registration Drocess.




