Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed,
Alleluia. Easter is the proof that all
that Jesus our Lord said and did
during His earthly ministry was
true. It is the proof that by His
dying our Lord has defeated death
and the grave for us. As we sang
in our closing hymn on Easter day,
“It was a strange and dreadful
strife when life and death
contended; The victory remained
with life, the reign of death was
ended.” In the Easter epistle, St.
Paul wrote, “Death is swallowed up
in victory. O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your
sting? The sting of death is sin,
and the power of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Cor.15:54-57). You no
doubt recognize these words as
the basis for our congregation’s
name, “Victory in Christ.” In our
baptisms, we become partakers in
the victory that Christ won for us in
His death and resurrection.
Salvation was won on the cross
and comes to us personally in the
means of grace. Through God’s
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"But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
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word and the Lord’s Supper we
are sustained in this Easter faith
until our life’'s end. Thanks be to
God.

Throughout his life, Martin Luther
preached quite a number of
Easter sermons. The rest of this
article is drawn from one of these
sermons based on the words of
St. Paul quoted above.

This is a strange and
unprecedented message, such as
reason cannot comprehend. It
must be accepted in faith. The
message is that Christ is alive and
yet died, and died in such a way
that in Him death itself has had to
die, and lose all its power.

And as the Lord Christ has
conquered death, He has also
conquered sin. For in His own
Person He is pure and just; but
because He takes upon Himself
the sins of others He becomes a
sinner. That is why sin can assault
Him. And He, the Lord Christ, is
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very ready to be thus assaulted and
nailed to the cross in order that He
may die, as if He had Himself
sinned and brought His death upon
Himself. But there, hidden under
the sin of others, His holiness is so
great that death cannot overcome
Him. Thus sin, like death, attacked
the wrong man, and so grew weak
and died in His body.

And likewise the devil wanted to
prove his power over Christ, and
uses all his might against Him,
trying to bring Him down. But He
meets with a higher power which
he cannot overcome. And all this
has been wrought in order that our
Lord Christ might glory because by
being cast down He was lifted up
on high, and these three mighty
foes, sin, the devil, and death, must
lie low under His feet. This great
victory we celebrate today. Now all
power consists in this, that we take
it well to heart and firmly believe in
it.

He is Risen Indeed!
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The Smalcald Articles - On December 11, 1536, John Frederick commissioned Martin Luther to prepare a
statement of faith in the form of confessional articles, The Smalcald Articles (SA), for presentation to a meeting of
Lutheran theologians and lay leaders on February 7, 1537, in Smalcald, Germany. While working on the SA, on
December 18, Luther became seriously ill and was convinced he was near death. The SA were considered
Luther’s “last will and testament.” Over the next months, you will find the articles of the Smalcald Articles in our
newsletter. It’s good for all of us to have at least some familiarity with this important doctrinal statement.

Article II: Of the Law

" Here we hold that the Law was given by God, first, to restrain sin by threats and the dread of punishment, and by the
promise and offer of grace and benefit. But all this miscarried on account of the wickedness which sin has wrought in

man. 2 For thereby a part [some] were rendered worse, those, namely, who are hostile to [hate] the Law, because it forbids
what they like to do, and enjoins what they do not like to do. Therefore, wherever they can escape [if they were not restrained
by] punishment, they [would] do more against the Law than before. These, then, are the rude and wicked [unbridled and
secure] men, who do evil wherever they [notice that they] have the opportunity.

3 The rest become blind and arrogant [are smitten with arrogance and blindness], and [insolently] conceive the opinion that
they observe and can observe the Law by their own powers, as has been said above concerning the scholastic theologians;
thence come the hypocrites and [self-righteous or] false saints.

“ But the chief office or force of the Law is that it reveal original sin with all its fruits, and show man how very low his nature
has fallen, and has become [fundamentally and] utterly corrupted; as the Law must tell man that he has no God nor regards
[cares for] God, and worships other gods, a matter which before and without the Law he would not have believed. In this way
he becomes terrified, is humbled, desponds, despairs, and anxiously desires aid, but sees no escape; he begins to be an
enemy of [enraged at] God, and to murmur, etc. ° This is what Paul says, Rom. 4:15: The Law worketh wrath. And Rom.
5:20: Sin is increased by the Law. [ The Law entered that the offense might abound.]

Article lll: Of Repentance - Part 1

! This office [of the Law] the New Testament retains and urges, as St. Paul, Rom. 1:18 does, saying: The wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. Again, Rom 3:19: All the world is guilty before
God. No man is righteous before Him. And Christ says, John 16:8: The Holy Ghost will reprove the world of sin.

2 This, then, is the thunderbolt of God by which He strikes in a heap [hurls to the ground] both manifest sinners and false
saints [hypocrites], and suffers no one to be in the right [declares no one righteous], but drives them all together to terror and
despair. This is the hammer, as Jeremiah 23:29 says: Is not My Word like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? This is
not activa contritio or manufactured repentance, but passiva contritio [torture of conscience], true sorrow of heart, suffering
and sensation of death.

3 This, then, is what it means to begin true repentance; and here man must hear such a sentence as this: You are all of no
account, whether you be manifest sinners or saints [in your own opinion]; you all must become different and do otherwise
than you now are and are doing [no matter what sort of people you are], whether you are as great, wise, powerful, and holy
as you may. Here no one is [righteous, holy], godly, etc.

4 But to this office the New Testament immediately adds the consolatory promise of grace through the Gospel, which must be
believed, as Christ declares, Mark 1:15 : Repent and believe the Gospel, i.e., become different and do otherwise, and believe
My promise. And John, preceding Him, is called a preacher of repentance, however, for the remission of sins, i.e., John was
to accuse all, and convict them of being sinners, that they might know what they were before God, and might acknowledge
that they were lost men, and might thus be prepared for the Lord, to receive grace, and to expect and accept from Him the
remission of sins. Thus also Christ Himself says, Luke 24:47: ® Repentance and remission of sins must be preached in My
name among all nations.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

Maundy Thursday
Service 7 p.m.

3

Good Friday Service
7 p.m.

4

Prayer Vigil
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

5

Easter Breakfast

8 a.m.

Divine Service 10 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt

11 am.

7

Women'’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

12

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

14

Women'’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

15

16 17 18

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.

19

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

20

21

Women'’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

22

23 24 25

Playground Workday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

26

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

Voters’ Meeting

27

28

Women'’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

29

30

1 Sam
1 Sam
1 Sam
1 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam
2 Sam

April 1:
April 2:
April 3:
April 4:
April 5:
April 6:
April 7:
April 8:
April 9:

The Bible readings for April and part of May are listed below.

. 18-20
.21-24
. 25-27
. 28-31
.1-3

. 4-7

. 8-12
.13-15
.16-18

April 10: 2 Sam. 19-21
April 11: 2 Sam. 22-24
April 12: 1 Kings 1-2
April 13: 1 Kings 3-5

April 14:
April 15:
April 16:
April 17:
April 18:
April 19:
April 20:
April 21:

April 22
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 26

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
1 Corinthians 15:57

1 Kings 6-7

1 Kings 8-9

1 Kings 10-11
1 Kings 12-14
1 Kings 15-17
1 Kings 18-20
1 Kings 21-22
2 Kings 1-3

: 2 Kings 4-5

: 2 Kings 6-8

: 2 Kings 9-11

: 2 Kings 12-14
: 2 Kings 15-17

April 27: 2 Kings 18-19
April 28: 2 Kings 20-22
April 29: 2 Kings 23-25
April 30: 1 Chron. 1-2
May 1: 1 Chron. 3-5
May 2: 1 Chron. 6
May 3: 1 Chron. 7-8
May 4: 1 Chron. 9-11
May 5: 1 Chron. 12-14
May 6: 1 Chron. 15-17
May 7: 1 Chron. 18-21
May 8: 1 Chron. 22-24
May 9: 1 Chron. 25-27
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LENT

Season of Lent

Easter Morning

April Birthdays:
3 Troy Wilson

4 Kaitlyn Rodgers
6 Beth Crutcher

14 Esther Schielke

16 Nathan Campbell

28 Randy VanDekerkhove

Apr. 11 Schielke
Apr. 25 Schmidt

May 9 Schober

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the

VIC Happenings

Maundy Thursday Service - This service is April 2, and goes through
Christ’s trial and sentence to the cross.

Good Friday Service - This service is April 3, and is a Tenebrae service, a
service of darkness. It is about his sentence and death on the cross.

Prayer Vigil - Saturday, April 4
Easter Breakfast - We will be serving breakfast from 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Easter Service - This is a celebration of Christ’s win over death and the
devil.

Easter Egg Hunt - This is following the Easter Service for all children of
confirmation age and younger.

April Anniversaries:
17 Darin and Melinda Mitchell

28 Eugene and Robin Kroeger

R

J

Future Church Cleanings:
May 23 Teague

June 6 VanDekerkhove
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article — March 2026

A Better Way

Originally published in April 2023

The most common question about stewardship is not whether a Christian should give to their church. Of course Christians should
give to their church. Everyone knows this. Rather, the question asked most is, “How much should | give?” But this question really
means, “Should Christians give a tenth of their income to their local congregation?”

Here are some common reasons against tithing. Some say tithing isn’'t necessary because it isn’t expressly commanded in the
New Testament. There is no “Thus saith the Lord,” or “should” concerning tithing. Others say that Christians give to their
congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of their time and their talents, and these together with treasures
(money) add up to more than a tithe. Still others say that they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation,
and they want to support those things alongside their church. And then there are those who think Christians shouldn't tithe
because of some fear. They are afraid that if they tithe, their gift will be misused, or that after tithing, there won’t be enough left
over to get the things that they use, want or need.

Here are some reasons why Christians should tithe. Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to
tithe, the Old Testament people were commanded to. And on top of this, St. Paul often describes giving a regular and generous
proportion of the first fruits of one’s income — terms similar to a tithe (2 Cor. 8:7-23; 2 Cor. 9:2-7).

But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it go? This tithe was
intended to support the ministry of the Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job
was the ministry. What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther used in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to explain
what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving. But what if we’re
not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do?

Let’s answer this by asking a different question. What would you say to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or
once a month? After all, there is no passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews
10:25 is the closest verse we have, and it states simply that Christians should not neglect gathering together. And even though
there is no passage that commands Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New
Testaments.

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? The conversation might go something like this. I'm glad you’re still going to
church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life and salvation, and to receive His gifts in Word and
Sacrament. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I'd really like you to try to attain
it.

We should approach the topic of tithing with a similar conversation. The tithe is not specifically commanded in the New
Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and New Testaments. So, we’re ecstatic that you're
giving, and that you’re giving in all these various ways — time, talents and treasures. But there is a better way. And that will only
be a blessing to you, just as the Word of God — Old and New Testament alike — promises. Can you try increasing your gifts
over the coming weeks, months and years? Can you put your trust in the God who sent His Son to take away your sin and give
you everlasting life? And if He did this for you, if He did not spare His only Son, how will He not give you all things? He will not
disappoint.
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