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"But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."                                  
1 Corinthians 15:57

This article begins a multi-part series in 
which we consider developments within 
the Lutheran Church from the time of the 
Reformation to the present. We want to 
reflect on what has taken place in these 
past 500 years and how those events 
continue to shape our thinking and 
practice today.

Martin Luther died in 1546. As Luther 
himself had warned, his death was 
followed by a time of upheaval among 
the Lutherans. His intellect and strong 
personality had helped hold things 
together. After his death, disagreements 
that had been present all along began to 
come more fully into view. Even Philipp 
Melanchthon, Luther’s closest colleague, 
made concessions on several theological 
points. To be sure, there were other 
capable theologians and leaders, but the 
divisions lurking beneath the surface 
began to come to light. At the same time, 
political tensions within the Holy Roman 
Empire, conflicts between Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, and 
disagreements with the Reformed all 
contributed to a time of confusion and 
unrest. Theological debates were 
frequent, and the political situation was 
often unsettled.

In response, the Lord provided faithful 
teachers to help bring clarity and unity. In 
1577, under the leadership of Martin 
Chemnitz, Jakob Andreae, and others, 
Lutherans set forth the Formula of 
Concord. This document was written not 
primarily against Rome or the Reformed 
but to settle disagreements among 
Lutherans themselves, especially where 
outside influences had caused confusion. 
In 1580, these and other foundational 
writings were gathered into the Book of 
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the nature of the Church. In doing so, 
they were not inventing new teachings 
but faithfully confessing what Scripture 
says. Lutherans were unified around the 
Word of God and its faithful confession 
in the Book of Concord. There was a 
shared commitment to sound doctrine 
and faithful practice, and theological 
study was taken seriously as a service 
to Christ’s Church.

This doctrinal unity shaped worship. 
Lutheran congregations continued to 
receive and use the historic Western 
liturgy, now primarily in the language of 
the people. Worship remained centered 
on the Word and Sacraments, where 
the Lord Himself serves His people with 
His gifts. Reverence, structure, and rich 
congregational singing were hallmarks 
of Lutheran worship. This period also 
saw a flourishing of hymnody with 
theologically rich texts and tunes 
composed to help the people sing God’s 
truth boldly. While practices varied 
somewhat from place to place, 
Lutherans were united in this central 
conviction: in the Divine Service, God is 
the One who serves us. Worship is not 
our work offered up to earn His favor but 
His gracious work of giving forgiveness, 
life, and salvation through His Means of 
Grace.

Next month we will consider some of the 
negative reaction against this age and 
the subsequent movement within 
Lutheranism often called the “Age of 
Pietism.”

Concord. This collection includes the 
three ecumenical creeds, the Augsburg 
Confession and its Apology, Luther’s 
Small and Large Catechisms, the 
Smalcald Articles (with the Treatise on 
the Power and Primacy of the Pope), 
and the Formula of Concord. These are 
the confessions to which we in the 
LCMS still subscribe because they are a 
true and faithful exposition of Holy 
Scripture.

The publication of the Book of Concord 
marks the beginning of what is often 
called the “Age of Orthodoxy,” which 
lasted from about 1580 into the early 
1700s. This period is sometimes labeled 
“dead orthodoxy”—a claim we will 
consider in a future article. In truth, this 
was a time when the Lord richly blessed 
His Church with faithful teachers, careful 
scholarship, and beautiful expressions 
of the faith. Figures such as Martin 
Chemnitz, Johann Gerhard, and 
Andreas Quenstedt helped articulate 
Lutheran doctrine with great clarity and 
precision. At the same time, pastors and 
musicians like Paul Gerhardt and 
Johann Sebastian Bach gave the 
Church hymns and music that continue 
to proclaim Christ to this day.

One of the most important features of 
this period is the careful clarification of 
biblical doctrine. While Luther himself 
wrote powerfully and clearly, he did not 
produce a formal dogmatics text. In this 
later period, Lutheran theologians 
worked diligently to organize and 
confess the teaching of Scripture in a 
thorough and orderly way. They 
addressed important topics such as 
Holy Scripture, the person and work of 
Christ, predestination, good works, and 
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The Smalcald Articles - On December 11, 1536, John Frederick commissioned Martin Luther to prepare a 
statement of faith in the form of confessional articles, The Smalcald Articles (SA), for presentation to a meeting of 
Lutheran theologians and lay leaders on February 7, 1537, in Smalcald, Germany. While working on the SA, on 
December 18, Luther became seriously ill and was convinced he was near death. The SA were considered 
Luther’s “last will and testament.” Over the next months, you will find the articles of the Smalcald Articles in our 
newsletter. It’s good for all of us to have at least some familiarity with this important doctrinal statement.
Article III: Of Repentance - Part 2 
7 But whenever the Law alone, without the Gospel being added exercises this its office there is [nothing else than] death and 
hell, and man must despair, like Saul and Judas; as St. Paul, Rom. 7:10, says: Through sin the Law killeth. 8 On the other 
hand, the Gospel brings consolation and remission not only in one way, but through the word and Sacraments, and the like, 
as we shall hear afterward in order that [thus] there is with the Lord plenteous redemption, as Ps. 130:7 says against the 
dreadful captivity of sin.
9 However, we must now contrast the false repentance of the sophists with true repentance, in order that both may be the 
better understood.

Of the False Repentance of the Papists - Part 1 
10 It was impossible that they should teach correctly concerning repentance, since they did not [rightly] know the real sins [the 
real sin]. For, as has been shown above, they do not believe aright concerning original sin, but say that the natural powers of 
man have remained [entirely] unimpaired and incorrupt; that reason can teach aright, and the will can in accordance therewith 
do aright [perform those things which are taught]; that God certainly bestows His grace when a man does as much as is in 
him, according to his free will.
11 It had to follow thence [from this dogma] that they did [must do] penance only for actual sins, such as wicked thoughts to 
which a person yields (for wicked emotion [concupiscence, vicious feelings, and inclinations], lust and improper dispositions 
[according to them] are not sins), and for wicked words and wicked deeds, which free will could readily have omitted.
12 And of such repentance they fix three parts, contrition, confession, and satisfaction, with this [magnificent] consolation and 
promise added: If man truly repent, [feel remorse,] confess, render satisfaction, he thereby would have merited forgiveness, 
and paid for his sins before God [atoned for his sins and obtained a plenary redemption]. Thus in repentance they instructed 
men to repose confidence in their own works. 13 Hence the expression originated, which was employed in the pulpit when 
public absolution was announced to the people: Prolong O God, my life, until I shall make satisfaction for my sins and amend 
my life.
14 There was here [profound silence and] no mention of Christ nor faith; but men hoped by their own works to overcome and 
blot out sins before God. And with this intention we became priests and monks, that we might array ourselves against sin.
15 As to contrition, this is the way it was done: Since no one could remember all his sins (especially as committed through an 
entire year), they inserted this provision, namely, that if an unknown sin should be remembered later [if the remembrance of a 
concealed sin should perhaps return], this also must be repented of and confessed, etc. Meanwhile they were [the person 
was] commended to the grace of God.
16 Moreover, since no one could know how great the contrition ought to be in order to be sufficient before God, they gave this 
consolation: He who could not have contrition, at least ought to have attrition, which I may call half a contrition or the 
beginning of contrition; for they have themselves understood neither of these terms nor do they understand them now, as 
little as I. Such attrition was reckoned as contrition when a person went to confession.
17 And when it happened that any one said that he could not have contrition nor lament his sins (as might have occurred in 
illicit love or the desire for revenge, etc.), they asked whether he did not wish or desire to have contrition [lament]. When one 
would reply Yes (for who, save the devil himself, would here say No?), they accepted this as contrition, and forgave him his 
sins on account of this good work of his [which they adorned with the name of contrition]. Here they cited the example of St. 
Bernard, etc.
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3
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

4 5

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

10
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

11 12

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

17
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

18 19

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

24
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.

25

Memorial Day

26

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

6

13

20

27

7

14

Ascension of our Lord

21

28

1

8

15

22

Last Day of School

29

2

9

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.

16

23

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.

30

31
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Youth Confirmation
12:30 p.m.
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 The Bible readings for May and part of June are listed below.
May 1:  1 Chron. 3-5
May 2:  1 Chron. 6
May 3:  1 Chron. 7-8
May 4:  1 Chron. 9-11
May 5:  1 Chron. 12-14
May 6:  1 Chron. 15-17
May 7:  1 Chron. 18-21
May 8:  1 Chron. 22-24
May 9:  1 Chron. 25-27
May 10: 1 Chron. 28 - 2 Chron. 1
May 11: 2 Chron. 2-5
May 12: 2 Chron. 6-8
May 13: 2 Chron. 9-12  
May 14: 2 Chron. 13-17

May 15:  2 Chron. 18-20
May 16:  2 Chron. 21-24
May 17:  2 Chron. 25-27
May 18:  2 Chron. 28-31
May 19:  2 Chron. 32-34
May 20:  2 Chron. 35-36
May 21:  Ezra 1-3
May 22:  Ezra 4-7
May 23:  Ezra 8-10
May 24:  Neh. 1-3
May 25:  Neh. 4-6
May 26:  Neh. 7
May 27:  Neh. 8-9
May 28:  Neh. 10-11

May 29:  Neh. 12-13
May 30:  Esther 1-5
May 31:  Esther 6-10
June 1:  Job 1-4
June 2:  Job 5- 7
June 3:  Job 8-10
June 4:  Job 11-13 
June 5:  Job 14-16
June 6:  Job 17-20
June 7:  Job 21-23
June 8:  Job 24-28
June 9:  Job 29-31
June 10:  Job 32-34
June 11:  Job 35-37
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May Birthdays: May Anniversaries:
2 Benjamin Schielke

6 Haley Mitchell

20 Jonathan Elledge

21 Joshua Rohloff

29 Cheryl Foltz

 

21 Bo and Sandee Hill

23 Gary and Sharon Rohloff

25 CJ and Carrie Teague

29 Greg and Beth Crutcher

30 James and Suzanne Richardson

May 9 Schober

May 23 Teague

June 6 VanDekerkhove

June 20 Crutcher, Foltz, Mitchell, and   
              Morgan

July 4 Richardson, Scott, Kymberly, and 
           Tim Rohloff

Future Church Cleanings:



Victory in Christ Lutheran Church May 
2026

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

LCMS Stewardship

Follow Him in Generosity

Originally published in May 2023

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should 
do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15). We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of 
course. Praise God, that job is already done! But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has 
given us, we can follow His example of generous giving. And Jesus’ generosity is not merely an 
example. Our Lord also commands us to act according to our gifts: “The one who contributes, [let him 
give] in generosity” (Rom. 12:8).

So, when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern 
He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. We should not give 
leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought — 
He gave according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world. So, when it 
comes to our own offerings, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion to the 
way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability, and even 
beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3), we should honor the Lord by giving a generous portion of the income 
that God provides us.

We should also give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our 
works of love and our offerings to the Lord. We do not give grudgingly, but willingly and cheerfully, each 
“as he has decided in his heart,” as the Lord says (2 Cor. 9:7). There is no New Testament ceremonial 
law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us!

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of our love for Him and for our neighbor. 
Jesus shows us that genuine love is always love “in deed” (1 John 3:18). It is love that sees our neighbor 
in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it 
says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus.

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we support His Gospel ministry and other works of mercy. 
The people of Israel gave generously to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle, for that 
was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the 
forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly, so abundantly that they had to be told to 
stop giving! (Ex. 36:5–6). In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s 
work. We support our congregations in the preaching of His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
which bestow His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation, and we take care of those who are poor and 
needy.

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, 
rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity.


