A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 1: The
Lectionary.

This newsletter article begins a
series on Lutheran worship: what
we do and why we do it. My
hope is that you will realize that
there is a reason for everything
we do on Sunday morning and
that our worship is reflective of
our lives as Christians. Also, our
worship service provides each of
us what we need to live in an
unchristian world the rest of the
week.

This month | would like to
consider something you may not
think about too often, namely, the
series of readings that we use on
Sunday morning. These are
referred to as the “lectionary.” It
is really the lectionary, following a
prescribed series of readings, that
makes a church liturgical. Other
church bodies also follow a
lectionary (Roman Catholics,
Anglicans, and others) and you
might be surprised to discover
that our readings for a given
Sunday may match the readings
they are using (though not
always.) We have two lectionary
options available to us in our
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hymnal: a one-year series (the
assigned readings repeat every
year), or a three-year series (the
assigned readings repeat every
three years.) At VIC, we are
currently using the three-year
series. The three years are
labeled Year A, Year B, and Year
C. In Year A, the Gospel reading
is typically from Matthew, in Year
B from Mark, and Year C from
Luke. Readings from the Gospel
of John are sprinkled into all
three years. The Old Testament
reading is selected to match, in
some way, the Gospel reading.
The Epistle reading may or may
not follow the theme of the
Gospel and Old Testament
readings. The Epistle reading
sometimes follows a lectio
continua, or a continuous
reading of a particular New
Testament book. For example,
this summer we will read
through a large portion of 2
Corinthians and then most of
Ephesians in our Epistle
readings.

But why? Why bind ourselves to
a series of readings? Wouldn't it
be better if | just picked
whatever readings seemed
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appropriate for our
circumstances? There are several
reasons, but let’s consider two.
First, the lectionary helps
guarantee that we all hear a wide
selection of God’s word. Over the
three years, readings are drawn
from all but seven of the Old
Testament books. We hear
almost 60% of the four Gospels
and over 40% of the entire New
Testament. In addition, many of
the Psalms are used in our
Introits. The lectionary causes us
to hear the whole account of
Jesus’ saving work each year.

Second, the lectionary protects
you from the whims of the pastor.
If the pastor just got to pick what
Bible readings he wanted, the
human tendency would be to
select ones that are easy to
preach on or personal favorites.
The lectionary forces the pastor
to consider the whole counsel of
God and to reflect on how various
portions of Scripture relate to our
lives today.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Texas District Texas District Texas District
Bible Studay / Sunday 1p.m. Convention Convention Convention
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study Men’s Bible Study
Bible Studay / Sunday 1p.m. 8:30 a.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Divine Service 10 a.m Women'’s Bible Study
Bible Studay / Sunday 1p.m.
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
27 28 29 30

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Studay / Sunday
School 11 a.m.

Lunch noon

Women'’s Bible Study
1p.m.




. Who was Jemimah?
. What Psalm does the Offertory come from?
. Name Job’s friends?
. How many Psalms are there?
. Which Psalm are you most familiar with?
. Which is the longest Psalm?
. How many children did Job have?
. Where did Job live?
. Which is the shortest Psalm?
10. Job lost all of his close relations except who?

11. From where does God rebuke Job?
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