A Word from Pastor Schielke

Lutheran Worship Part 12: The
Sanctus

The Sanctus is a burst of praise
sung before the Lord’s Supper. It
is the logical continuation of the
proper preface which ends with
the words, “Therefore with angels
and archangels and all the
company of heaven we laud and
magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you and
saying:” With that introduction,
the Sanctus begins with the
angels’ praise found in Isaiah 6:3
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, God
of pow’r and might: Heaven and
earth are full of your glory...” We
literally join in the song the angels
sing before the throne of God.

The church may be visibly
separated by geography, language,
false doctrine, time, death, etc.,
but we are one body in Christ. In
regard to the Lord’s Supper Paul
says, “Because there is one loaf,
we, who are many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf”
(I Cor 10:17). Thus, we sing the
angel’s praise. We join with the
angels and the whole church, for

together we are one church.
Outwardly we are divided, but in
Christ we are one body.

The Sanctus continues with the
Benedictus that says, “Hosanna,
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.” These words are drawn
from Psalm 118:25-26

and Matthew 21:9. Hosanna
means, “save now’’ and became
an expression of praise.
Historically, it was customary for
the Jewish Passover to end with
the singing of Psalms 115-118.
The Gospel of Mark tells us that
Jesus and his disciples concluded
the Passover/Last Supper by
singing a hymn (Mark 14:26).
Quite possibly Jesus sang Psalm
118 that included the words of
our Sanctus. These are also the
words with which the crowds
greeted Jesus as He triumphantly
entered Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. They are the words used
to greet the promised Messiah.
The Sanctus combines this
triumphant greeting with the
words of praise heard in the

heavenly throne room. The
combination of the holy, holy,
holy and the same words that the
crowds greeted Jesus with on
Palm Sunday serves as a
confession that this Jesus who
now comes to us in, with, and
under the bread and wine is the
Triune God who Isaiah saw in the
heavenly throne room.

Theologically, the last phrase of
the Sanctus points us to the
elements in Communion. Our
‘Hosanna...Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord”
finds its fulfillment in the
reception of the Sacrament. Under
the masks of bread and wine,
Jesus comes to us and gives us
His very own body and blood for
our forgiveness.

(adapted from https://
steadfastlutherans.org/2009/02/
notes-on-the-liturgy-17-sanctus/ )
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Join us for our "Te Deum" Express
VBS as we discover the goodness

of God in the Lord's Prayer.
All aboard!

Victory in Christ Lutheran Church

508 Main St

Newark, TX 76071

K-5th grades

Register online at viclutheranchurch.org/vbs




June
2022

June Birthdays:

3 CJ Teague

3 John Schober
21 Lorene Finstad
24 Kara Rohloff
29 Tim Rohloff

29 Brenda VanDekerkhove




