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"But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."                                  
1 Corinthians 15:57

This is part three of our series on 
Lutheranism after the Reformation. The 
Age of Pietism is the next era in 
Lutheran history we want to consider. 
German theologian and pastor Philipp 
Jakob Spener (1635–1705) is often 
considered the father of this movement 
within Lutheranism, though his impact 
was felt across a broad range of 
Protestant thinkers. In his 1675 
book, Pia Desideria (Pious Desires), 
Spener outlines six reforms wanted in 
the church. Some of these we would 
agree with in part, and some can lead 
to problems. His six points were:

    1. Christians need to read and study 
their Bibles more. This is always 
important for Christians! However, 
many emphasized this study within 
private meetings (called conventicles), 
often without a pastor — “little churches 
within the church.”

    2. There should be less distinction 
between clergy and laity, and the laity 
should share in the spiritual 
government of the church. We see 
some of this influence in the Missouri 
Synod, as both clergy and laity 
participate equally in our synodical 
conventions. Yet this work is to be 
mostly understood as the practical or 
business work of the church as it exists 
in the world, and less on theology.

    3. It’s not enough to simply know 
Christian doctrine, but faith must be 
lived out. We would agree with this in 
principle, but doctrine and life go hand 
in hand. Overemphasizing one at the 
expense of the other is dangerous.

A Word from Pastor Schielke

the Church at large and pastors as 
Christ’s called shepherds to His 
people. Much of American Christianity 
today follows this path, putting feelings 
over God’s Word and the individual 
over the Church.

We can commend Pietism for its desire 
to encourage Christians to lead active 
Christian lives, but it resulted in a 
dangerous shift from the objective truth 
of the Gospel to a subjective view. 
Christians were encouraged to look 
inward at the strength of their own 
feelings, sorrow for sin, and good 
works for the certainty of salvation. The 
outward certainty of God’s Word and 
His faith-giving gifts of the sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were 
devalued.

Next month we’ll consider the impact of 
another movement, Rationalism and 
the Enlightenment, on theological 
thought and Lutheranism.

 

    4. Believers should be careful and 
loving in their conduct during religious 
disputes. While true, we must stand 
firm on the side of Biblical truth.

    5. Future ministers in the church 
must be “true Christians”; their training 
should include theological training and 
training in holiness. Again, balance is 
the key.

    6. Sermons in the church shouldn’t 
just show off the preacher’s education 
but should edify the hearers, build their 
faith, and lead to the fruit of good 
works. We would agree.

As Pietism progressed, many Pietists 
believed it was necessary for Christians 
to separate from the world to maintain 
their holiness. Certain segments 
shunned all common worldly 
amusements like dancing, theater, and 
public games. The danger with that 
thinking is that, at some point, there 
comes a confusion between 
sanctification, good works done by the 
Christian, and justification, God’s 
saving work in Christ. Our works do not 
save us. More extreme Pietism can 
lead to an adding of our good works to 
God’s saving work, which undermines 
faith in Christ’s work alone. The 
historical confessions of the church 
(think Book of Concord) were greatly 
deemphasized, and the personal, 
subjective faith of the believer and his 
works were overemphasized. Some 
accused this movement of trying to 
cultivate “religious feeling almost as an 
end to itself.” Pietism also tended to be 
a very individualistic expression of 
Christianity, downplaying the need for 
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The Smalcald Articles - On December 11, 1536, John Frederick commissioned Martin Luther to prepare a statement of faith 
in the form of confessional articles, The Smalcald Articles (SA), for presentation to a meeting of Lutheran theologians and lay 
leaders on February 7, 1537, in Smalcald, Germany. While working on the SA, on December 18, Luther became seriously ill 
and was convinced he was near death. The SA were considered Luther’s “last will and testament.” Over the next months, you 
will find the articles of the Smalcald Articles in our newsletter. It’s good for all of us to have at least some familiarity with this 
important doctrinal statement.

Of the False Repentance of the Papists - Part 3 
27 But all this, too, was of no avail. For although the Pope taught men to depend upon, and trust in, these indulgences [for salvation], yet he 
rendered the [whole] matter again uncertain. For in his bulls he declares: Whoever would share in the indulgences or a Golden Year must be 
contrite, and have confessed, and pay money. Now, we have heard above that this contrition and confession are with them uncertain and 
hypocrisy. Likewise, also no one knew what soul was in purgatory, and if some were therein, no one knew which had properly repented and 
confessed. Thus he took the precious money [the Pope snatched up the holy pence], and comforted them meanwhile with [led them to 
confidence in] his power and indulgence, and [then again led them away from that and] directed them again to their uncertain work.
28 If, now [although], there were some who did not believe [acknowledge] themselves guilty of such actual sins in [committed by] thoughts, 
words, and works,—as I, and such as I, in monasteries and chapters [fraternities or colleges of priests], wished to be monks and priests, and by 
fasting, watching, praying, saying Mass, coarse garments, and hard beds, etc., fought against [strove to resist] evil thoughts, and in full earnest 
and with force wanted to be holy, and yet the hereditary, inborn evil sometimes did in sleep what it is wont to do (as also St. Augustine and 
Jerome among others confess),—still each one held the other in esteem, so that some, according to our teaching, were regarded as holy, 
without sin and full of good works, so much so that with this mind we would communicate and sell our good works to others, as being 
superfluous to us for heaven. This is indeed true, and seals, letters, and instances [that this happened] are at hand.
29 [When there were such, I say,] These did not need repentance. For of what would they repent, since they had not indulged wicked thoughts? 
What would they confess [concerning words not uttered], since they had avoided words? For what should they render satisfaction, since they 
were so guiltless of any deed that they could even sell their superfluous righteousness to other poor sinners? Such saints were also the 
Pharisees and scribes in the time of Christ.
30 Here comes the fiery angel, St. John [Rev. 10], the true preacher of [true] repentance, and with one [thunderclap and] bolt hurls both [those 
selling and those buying works] on one heap, and says: Repent! Matt. 3:2. 31 Now, the former [the poor wretches] imagine: Why, we have 
repented! The latter [the rest] say: We need no repentance. 32 John says: Repent ye, both of you, for ye are false penitents; so are these [the rest] 
false saints [or hypocrites], and all of you on either side need the forgiveness of sins, because neither of you know what true sin is not to say 
anything about your duty to repent of it and shun it. For no one of you is good; you are full of unbelief, stupidity, and ignorance of God and 
God’s will. For here He is present of whose fulness have all we received, and grace for grace, John 1:16, and without Him no man can be just 
before God. Therefore, if you wish to repent, repent aright; your penance will not accomplish anything [is nothing]. And you hypocrites, who 
do not need repentance, you serpents' brood, who has assured you that you will escape the wrath to come? etc. Matt. 3:7; Luke 3:7.
33 In the same way Paul also preaches, Rom. 3:10-12: There is none righteous, there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God, there is none that doeth good, no not one; they are all gone out of the way; they are together become unprofitable. 34 And Acts 
17:30: God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent. “All men,” he says; no one excepted who is a man. 35 This repentance teaches us to 
discern sin, namely, that we are altogether lost, and that there is nothing good in us from head to foot [both within and without], and that we 
must absolutely become new and other men.
36 This repentance is not piecemeal [partial] and beggarly [fragmentary], like that which does penance for actual sins, nor is it uncertain like 
that. For it does not debate what is or is not sin, but hurls everything on a heap, and says: All in us is nothing but sin [affirms that, with respect 
to us, all is simply sin (and there is nothing in us that is not sin and guilt)]. What is the use of [For why do we wish] investigating, dividing, or 
distinguishing a long time? For this reason, too, this contrition is not [doubtful or] uncertain. For there is nothing left with which we can think 
of any good thing to pay for sin, but there is only a sure despairing concerning all that we are, think, speak, or do [all hope must be cast aside in 
respect of everything], etc.
37 In like manner confession, too, cannot be false, uncertain, or piecemeal [mutilated or fragmentary]. For he who confesses that all in him is 
nothing but sin comprehends all sins, excludes none, forgets none. 38 Neither can the satisfaction be uncertain, because it is not our uncertain, 
sinful work, but it is the suffering and blood of the [spotless and] innocent Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.
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5

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday 
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon

6 7

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

12

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday 
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon 

13 14

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

19
Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday 
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

20

LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

21

LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

26

Divine Service 10 a.m
Bible Study / Sunday 
School 11 a.m.
Lunch noon
Voters’ Meeting 

27 28

Women’s Bible Study
1:00 p.m.

1

8

15

22

LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

29

2

9

16

23

LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.

18

LCMS Synodical 
Convention 

25

Men’s Bible Study
8:30 a.m.

Prayer for the Nation
AlmightyGod, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity and constantly do 
Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations 
with many different languages, may become a united people. Support us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we 
have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times 
are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

God Bless Our Native Land (LSB #965)
God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, Do Thou our country save By Thy great might.

So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."                                  
1 Corinthians 15:57
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The Bible readings for July and part of August are listed below.

July 1:  Psalms 90-95
July 2:  Psalms 96-102
July 3:  Psalms 103-105
July 4:  Psalms 106-107
July 5:  Psalms 108-114
July 6:  Psalms 115-118
July 7:  Psalm 119
July 8:  Psalms 120-125
July 9:  Psalms 126-132
July 10: Psalms 133-139
July 11: Psalms 140-145
July 12: Psalms 146-150
July 13: Prov. 1-3  

July 14: Prov. 4-6
July 15:  Prov. 7-9
July 16:  Prov. 10-12
July 17:  Prov. 13-15
July 18:  Prov. 16-18 
July 19:  Prov. 19-21
July 20:  Prov. 22-23
July 21:  Prov. 24-26
July 22:  Prov. 27-29
July 23:  Prov. 30-31
July 24:  Eccl. 1-4
July 25:  Eccl. 5-8
July 26:  Eccl. 9-12

July 27:  Song of Solomon
July 28:  Isa. 1-4
July 29:  Isa. 5-8
July 30:  Isa. 9-12
July 31: Isa. 13-17
Aug. 1:  Isa. 18-22
Aug. 2:  Isa. 23-27
Aug. 3:  Isa. 28-30
Aug. 4:  Isa. 31-35 
Aug. 5:  Isa. 36-41
Aug. 6:  Isa. 42-44
Aug. 7:  Isa. 45-48
Aug. 8:  Isa. 49-53

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."                                  
1 Corinthians 15:57
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1 Aria Higby

12 Lori Rohloff

14 Orion Ward

17 Bobbie Sherrod

19 Grace Metoxen

23 Theresa Rohloff

30 Azarah Menendez

 

July Anniversary:
20 Randy and Brenda VanDekerkhove

30 Dave and Teresa Underwood

July Birthdays:

Future Church Cleanings:
July 4 Richardson, and Tim, Scott, and 
          Kymberly Rohloff

July 18 Juroska

Aug. 1 Elledge
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

Newsletter Article – July 2026

__________________________________________________________________

Go … Sell All You Have?
Originally published July 2023

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the commandments.” And he replied, 
“All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:18–22). When we hear this story, this question comes 
to mind: is Jesus speaking to us also, or only to the rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and 
give it to the poor?

As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor? The simplest 
explanation is this: if we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In other words, to sell everything 
we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, everything we 
have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t excuse us from using our money for the purpose God intends. 
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These stations are the 
church, the family and society. We are members of all three of these by birth. We are born into the church by water and the Word 
of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from our Baptism into the church. We are born into a family, and our duties to 
others stem from our birth into that family. Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into 
our family. The duties we have toward other members of society come from either our own birth or the birth of others into the same 
society.

All that we have and all that we are ought to be pressed into service for the church, the family and society. If we were to sell all we 
have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and we would falter in fulfilling our duties.

So, consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in society. You 
save for college for your children, and provide food, clothing and shelter for the members of your family.

But the station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more immediate, the 
church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits, from off the top, the 
best, even as Abel gave the best of his flock.

This requires forethought. It means that you sit down and make a plan of what you will give from the beginning. It means sticking 
to it even when it seems that there are other more immediate and pressing things.

And this is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time where giving is low due to high unemployment or where 
restrictions on meeting in church limit opportunities to give. If we love God and His gifts of forgiveness given through the Means 
of Grace, which we receive at church and only at church, then we will support it, just as we love our country and our family. For all 
that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious God. He spared no expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His 
Son to death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What’s more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. 
And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of church, family and society are to mirror the generosity of the one who 
gave us life in all three at birth.

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be an afterthought or even ignored. It is nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation 
through Word and Sacrament.

"But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."                                  
1 Corinthians 15:57
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