
This Week at VIC 
 

DATE   TIME   EVENT 
Today 2/28  11:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study 
12:00 noon  Fellowship Lunch 

 

Tuesday 3/2  1:00 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 3/3  6:00 p.m.  Lenten Dinner 
7:00 p.m.  Lenten Service  

 

Sunday 3/7  10:00 a.m.  Divine Service 
11:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study 
12:00 noon  Fellowship Lunch 

 

Announcements 
Church Cleaning – Scheduled for church cleaning this week are the 
Safford and Visingardi Families. 
 

Lenten and Easter Services – O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) Lenten services are on 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. The youth will prepare a free will donation 
supper beginning at 6:00 p.m. to raise funds for their “Higher Things” 
conference this summer. Topics for the upcoming weeks are: 
 3/3 The Wound of Apathy 
 3/10 The Wound of Denial 
 3/17 The Wound of Mockery 
 3/24 The Wound of Abandonment 

4/1 A Meal for the Wounded 
4/2 The Wound that Heals 
4/4 The Wound of Death is Vanquished 

General Fund Income –  
Weekly Budgeted Income  $    3,272.86 
Actual Income Received Last Week $    1,817.00 
Year to Date Budgeted Income  $  98,185.80  
Year to Date Actual Income  $  97,623.64 
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WELCOME! We thank God for you and pray that He will richly bless our 
worship activity together. 
 

Communion: We welcome all of our guests worshiping with us today 
and pray your faith is strengthened. God’s Word declares to us that the 
bread and wine we receive in the Lord’s Supper is the true body and 
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ given for the forgiveness of sins and 
nourishing of faith (Matt. 26: 26-28; Mark 14: 22-24; Luke 22: 19-21; 1 
Cor. 11: 23-26). When receiving His true body and blood, all 
communicants are to be united in their understanding and confession of 
Jesus Christ and all of His teaching (Jon. 17: 22; 1 Cor. 1: 10).  An 
unworthy reception of this gift results in one who “eats and drinks 
judgment on himself” (1 Cor. 11: 29). Therefore, if you are still learning 
Lutheran doctrine or are not part of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
congregation, we invite you forward for a blessing and encourage you to 
speak with the pastor before the service in order to learn more about our 
teaching on the Lord’s Supper.   
 

Hymn of Invocation: #935 – Tell Out, My Soul,  
the Greatness of the Lord 

 

Divine Service Setting Three:  pg. 184 (omitting The Gloria 
in Excelsis and the Alleluia before the Gospel) 

 

Introit 
 

Psalm 115:11-13, 18; antiphon: Psalm 25:6 (ESV) 
 

6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
     for they have been from of old. 
11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
     He is their help and their shield. 
12 The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 
     he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron; 
13 he will bless those who fear the LORD, 
     both the small and the great. 
18 We will bless the LORD 
     from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
     and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the be-ginning, 
     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
     for they have been from of old. 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (English Standard Version) 
 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 
2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply 
you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 
4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a 
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 
multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 
make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will 
establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. 

Isaac's Birth Promised 
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and 
moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

Romans 5:1-11 (English Standard Version) 
 

Peace with God Through Faith 
1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 



were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Mark 8:27-38 (English Standard Version) 
 

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 
27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; 
and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And he 
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

Sermon Hymn:   #708 – Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
 

Sermon:    
 

Communion Hymn:  #563 – Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
 

Closing Hymn:   #611 – Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
 

Weekly Stewardship Focus 
Mark 8:32 – “And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him.” Anytime we sin we are acting like Peter: 
thinking we know better than the Lord. But as Jesus says, such acts 
stem from Satan. So let us repent: let us trust our Lord Jesus and follow 
Him. For certainly He has earned our trust with His gracious sacrifice for 
us. 

The Readings for today –  
The Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
Romans 5:1–11 
Mark 8:27–38 
 

By the Cross of Our Lord Jesus, We Inherit Life Everlasting with 
God 
In His covenant with Abraham, the Lord promised to be with him, to 
bless him, and to make him “the father of a multitude of nations.” It is 
“an everlasting covenant” in Christ Jesus, the seed of Abraham who is 
blameless before God Almighty. All who believe in this Lord Jesus are the 
offspring of Abraham and are blessed “throughout their generations” 
(Gen. 17:1–7) because the Christ has suffered many things. He was 
rejected and killed, and after three days He rose again (Mark 8:31). To 
comprehend this theology of the cross, we must set our minds “on the 
things of God” and not “on the things of man” (Mark 8:33). “God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). Therefore, having been “reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son,” much more “shall we be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10). 
Baptized into His cross and resurrection, “we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and by faith we rejoice in the hope of His 
glory (Rom. 5:1–2). 
 

A Look Ahead to Next Sunday – 
The Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1–17 
1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
John 2:13–22 (23–25) 
 

The Crucified and Risen Body of Jesus Is the True Temple of the 
Lord 
The Lord rescues His people, Israel, “out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery” (Ex. 20:2) and makes His gracious covenant with 
them, defined by the Ten Commandments. Since He has become their 
God by His grace, they shall be His people, having “no other gods” 
before Him (Ex. 20:3). He is “jealous” for them as a husband for his wife 
and as a father for his children. He has named them with His name and 
called them to rest in Him (Ex. 20:5–9). The incarnate Son, Christ Jesus, 
is likewise jealous for His Father’s house, because it is to be a place of 
divine grace and Sabbath rest for His people, and not “a house of trade” 
(John 2:16–17). His zeal consumes Him as He gives up “the temple of 
his body” to the destruction of the cross, but in three days He raises it 
up again to be the true temple forever (John 2:17–21). By His crucifixion 
He cleanses the entire household, and in His resurrection He becomes 
“wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 
Cor. 1:30). 


