This Week at VIC
DATE
Today 11/21

TIME
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 noon

EVENT
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study
Fellowship Lunch

Tuesday, 11/23

1:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, 11/24

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Pie Social
Thanksgiving Eve
Service

Sunday 11/28

10:00
11:00
11:00
12:00

Divine Service
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study
Fellowship Lunch

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
noon

Victory in Christ Lutheran Church
And what I say to you I say to all:
“Stay Awake”
Mark 13:37

Weekly Stewardship Focus
Isaiah 51:6b – “… for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment …” The things of this earth – the things
that hold our attention, that cause us worry, and that tempt us away
from the Lord – are all passing away. They will vanish like a garment.
They are not for us to worry over. Rather, they are to be used for the
Lord’s purposes. The things of this world are not the ends, in and of
themselves, but only the means to be used wisely by the children of the
Kingdom that has no end.
Life Quote in the Church Year for November 21 “We pray for God’s
light to shine on all of our decisions and that every aspect of our lives
would be fulfilled within the boundaries of His Law and Gospel. We do
not want our worry to guide our search for daily bread (Matthew 6:2534). Rather, we rely on God’s Promise and receive what He has provided
with thanksgiving. For we know that with Jesus we have daily bread that
endures, even to everlasting life (John 6:28-29).” Rev. Justin A. Herman,

University Lutheran Church, West Lafayette, Indiana – A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
General Fund Income –
Weekly Budgeted Income
Actual Income Received Last Week
Year to Date Budgeted Income
Year to Date Actual Income

$ 3,164.16
$ 1,305.00
$ 50,626.56
$ 55,048.88

Cover illustration is by Evelyn Ortlepp (The Children’s Hymnal, 1955 CPH). This
hymnal is in the public domain, as are The Church Postils and the hymn stanza.
This bulletin cover made available by www.scholia.net and provided without cost.

The Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 21, 2021
10:00 a.m.

Victory in Christ Lutheran Church
508 Main Street
Newark, Texas 76071
817-489-5400
Pastor Philip Schielke
Pastor’s Email: pastor@viclutheranchurch.org
Church Website: www.viclutheranchurch.org
Church Email: churchoffice@viclutheranchurch.org

WELCOME! We thank God for you and pray that He will richly bless our
worship together.
Communion: We welcome all of our guests worshiping with us today
and pray your faith is strengthened. God’s Word declares to us that the
bread and wine we receive in the Lord’s Supper is the true body and
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ given for the forgiveness of sins and
nourishing of faith (Matt. 26: 26-28; Mark 14: 22-24; Luke 22: 19-21; 1
Cor. 11: 23-26). When receiving His true body and blood, all
communicants are to be united in their understanding and confession of
Jesus Christ and all of His teaching (Jon. 17: 22; 1 Cor. 1: 10). An
unworthy reception of this gift results in one who “eats and drinks
judgment on himself” (1 Cor. 11: 29). Therefore, if you are still learning
Lutheran doctrine or are not part of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
congregation, we invite you forward for a blessing and encourage you to
speak with the pastor before the service in order to learn more about our
teaching on the Lord’s Supper.

hold not your peace / at my tears!
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit;
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.
13b
We are looking forward to a new heaven and a / new earth,
the home of / righteousness.
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 51:4-6 (English Standard Version)
4

“Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.

Hymn of Invocation: #836 – O God of Light
Divine Service Setting Three:

pg. 184

Introit

Psalm 39:4-5a, 7-8, 12a; antiphon 2 Peter 3:13b (E.S.V.)
13b

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a / new earth,
the home of / righteousness.
4
O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure / of
my days;
let me know how fleeting / I am!
5
Behold, you have made my days a few / handbreadths,
and my lifetime is as nothing be- / fore you.
7
And now, O Lord, for what / do I wait?
My hope / is in you.
8
Deliver me from all my trans- / gressions.
Do not make me the scorn / of the fool!
12
Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear / to my cry;

New Testament Reading

Jude 20-25 (English Standard Version)
20

But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith
and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of
God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal
life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching
them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the flesh.
24

Doxology

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the
only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Reading

Mark 13:24-37 (English Standard Version)
24

The Coming of the Son of Man

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.
28

No One Knows That Day or Hour

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep
awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay
awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you
asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
32

Sermon Hymn: #336 – Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
Sermon:
Communion Hymns: #621 – Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Closing Hymn: #554 – O Jesus, King Most Wonderful

Life Thought in the Church Year for November 21 – Last Sunday
after Pentecost (Proper 29B) – The sanctity of every human life
involves far more than personal choices or political issues. We have the
chance to snatch sisters and brothers from destruction (Jude 23) in the
epic battle between good and evil. And the Lord’s Words do not require
our anger to prevail (Psalm 93:4), so let us engage every neighbor with
mercy to untangle their confusion (Jude 22). Receive them as gifts and
treat them as privileges just like our Father treasures us.

Announcements
Pie Social – Our eleventh annual Pie Social is Wednesday, November
24, at 6:00 p.m. Bring your favorite pie to share and enjoy some
fellowship (and sugar) before the Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service.
Thanksgiving Eve Service – We will have our Thanksgiving service on
Wednesday, November 24, at 7:00 p.m.
Church Cleaning – Scheduled for church cleaning this week are the
Crutcher, Mitchell, and Schober families.
Advent Services – We will have Advent Wednesday Services beginning
December 1, at 7:00 p.m. These services will be preceded by a dinner at
6:00 p.m.
Poinsettias – If you wish to purchase a poinsettia to place in the altar
area, the cost is $10 per poinsettia. A sign-up sheet will be placed on the
bulletin board. Make a check out to Victory in Christ earmarked
“Poinsettia.”

The Readings for today –
The Last Sunday of the Church Year
Isaiah 51:4–6 or Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14
Jude 20–25 or Revelation 1:4b–8
Mark 13:24–37 or John 18:33–37

In Repentance We Are Alert to the Coming of Christ

The signs of the end are all around us, constant reminders that “heaven
and earth will pass away.” But all of these signs are centered in the cross
of Christ, whereby He has conquered sin and death, that we might be
raised with Him in righteousness through His Word of the Gospel, which
“will not pass away” (Mark 13:31). He is “the firstborn of the dead,” who
in His great love “has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev. 1:5). His
salvation is certain because “his dominion is an everlasting dominion”
and His kingdom “shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:14). For this purpose
He came into the world, to reign in love through His voice of the Gospel,
which is the truth (John 18:37). So is the righteousness of Christ “a light
to the peoples,” which “will never be dismayed” because it is the justice
of His cross and resurrection (Is. 51:4–6). As He “is able to keep you

from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his
glory,” so wait upon “the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to
eternal life” (Jude 20–24).
A Look Ahead to Next Sunday –
First Sunday in Advent
Jeremiah 33:14–16
1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
Luke 19:28–40 or Luke 21:25–36

The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to Redeem Us

The season of Advent focuses on the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and this first Sunday establishes this theme for the rest of the season.
The Son of God came long ago to be our Savior, “a righteous Branch”
descended from David (Jer. 33:15). As He then came into Jerusalem,
riding on a lowly donkey to sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world
(Luke 19:28-40), so does He come to His Church today in the humility of
Word and Sacrament to deliver the fruits of His Passion: the forgiveness
of sins and eternal life. He absolves us and establishes our hearts
“blameless in holiness before our God and Father” (1 Thess. 3:13). The
same Lord Jesus, who came to Jerusalem then and who comes to us
now in peace, will come again with power and great glory on the Last
Day. Then there will be “distress of nations in perplexity,” with “people
fainting in fear.” Yet, as we anticipate that great and terrible day, He
bids us to rest securely in Him: “Raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:25, 26, 28).

