
This Week at VIC 
 

 DATE   TIME   EVENT 
Today 12/7  11:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study 
12:00 noon  Fellowship Lunch 
12:30 p.m.  Youth Confirmation 

 

Wednesday, 12/10 4:30 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study  
5:30 p.m.  Chime Choir 
6:00 p.m.  Advent Supper 

   7:00 p.m.  Advent Service 
 

Saturday, 12/13  3:00 p.m.  Christmas Program  
Practice 

 

Sunday, 12/14  10:00 a.m.  Divine Service 
   11:00 a.m.  Christmas Program  

12:00 noon  Fellowship Lunch & 
   Birthday Party for Jesus   

Weekly Stewardship Focus 
Romans 15:5 – “May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus.” All of our good works are indeed granted to us 
from our heavenly Father. We live in complete dependence upon His 
grace and mercy. What do we have that we have not received as a gift 
from His hand? And knowing that, how can we not be thankful? 
 

Life Thought in the Church Year for December 7 – Advent 2 – We 
rejoice that God Himself defends the cause of the poor and needy 
(Psalm 72:4) and that He does this primarily through us, His saints. We 
must be careful, however, that we don’t fall into self-righteousness and 
become a pharisaical “brood of vipers” (Matthew 3:7), always pointing 
out the sins of others while neglecting our own. Instead, as children of 
Abraham, we are all to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 
3:8), remembering that the things of God’s Word were “written for our 
instruction” (Romans 15:4), as well as for the instruction of others. 
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Second Sunday in Advent 
Populus Zion (People of Zion) 
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Heaven and earth will pass away, 
 but My Words will not pass away. 

Luke 21:33 
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WELCOME! We thank God for you and pray that He will richly bless our 
worship activity together. 
 

Communion: We welcome all of our guests worshiping with us today 
and pray your faith is strengthened. God’s Word declares to us that the 
bread and wine we receive in the Lord’s Supper is the true body and 
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ given for the forgiveness of sins and 
nourishing of faith (Matt. 26: 26-28; Mark 14: 22-24; Luke 22: 19-21; 1 
Cor. 11: 23-26). When receiving His true body and blood, all 
communicants are to be united in their understanding and confession of 
Jesus Christ and all of His teaching (Jon. 17: 22; 1 Cor. 1: 10).  An 
unworthy reception of this gift results in one who “eats and drinks 
judgment on himself” (1 Cor. 11: 29). Therefore, if you are still learning 
Lutheran doctrine or are not part of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
congregation, we invite you forward for a blessing and encourage you to 
speak with the pastor before the service in order to learn more about our 
teaching on the Lord’s Supper.   
 

Hymn of Invocation: #333 – Once He Came in Blessing  
 

Divine Service Setting Three:  pg. 184 (The Gloria in 
Excelsis is omitted during Advent.) 

 

Introit 
 

Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Isaiah 62:11b; 30:30,29 (ESV) 
 

11b Say to the daughter of | Zion, 
    “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 
30 The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,  
    29 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock! 
    You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 
3 Restore us, | O God; 
    let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 
14 Turn again, O | God of hosts! 
    Look down from | heaven, and see. 
17 But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand, 

    the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
11b Say to the daughter of | Zion, 
    “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 
30 The Lord will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,  
    29 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

Malachi 4:1-6 (English Standard Version) 
 

The Great Day of the Lord 
1“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall 
set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 
root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out 
leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, 
for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I 
act, says the Lord of hosts. 
4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees 
that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers 
to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come 
and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

 

Gradual 
 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. Our God comes; 
he does not keep silence; “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

Romans 15:4-13 (English Standard Version) 
 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 

mailto:pastor@viclutheranchurch.org
http://www.viclutheranchurch.org/
mailto:churchoffice@viclutheranchurch.org


8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 
God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse will come, 
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Luke 21:25-36 (English Standard Version) 
 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, 
straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that 
the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

Watch Yourselves 
34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that 
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

Sermon Hymn:   #336 – Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Sermon:   
 

Communion Hymns:   #642 – O Living Bread from Heaven 
#353 – Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

 

Closing Hymn: #355 – O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 
 
The Advent Wreath:  
The meaning and significance of the Advent season of the Church Year 
are communicated through the use of an Advent wreath. The wreath has 
five candles, one for each of the four Sundays in Advent and one for 
Christmas Day (white). 
 
The First Advent Candle (blue) is the candle of Prophecy. It symbolizes 
the Old Testament prophecies of the advent, or coming, of the Savior. 
 
The Second Advent Candle (blue) is the Bethlehem candle. It symbolizes 
the coming on earth of Jesus, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary. 

 
 

Life Quote in the Church Year for December 7 “Children brightly 
signaled hope in our sin-infested world of old—consider the births of 
Seth, Isaac, Moses, Samson, Samuel, John, and, finally, of course and 
paramount, Jesus. And we, too, must become as children.” James M. 
Kushiner, Fellowship of St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life 
• lutheransforlife.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

Church Cleaning – Scheduled for church cleaning the week of 
December 20 are the Richardson and Kymberly, Scott, and Tim Rohloff 
families. 
 
Online Donations – If you wish to make donations online to 
VIC, scan the QR code. If you click on “View more giving 
opportunities,” there will be additional funds to choose for your 
donation. 
 
CEF Stamps are here – If you wish to purchase CEF Stamps, they are 
for sale for either $1 or $.25. See Doug Rohloff if you are interested. 
 
Advent Services – We will have Advent Wednesday Services beginning 
December 3, at 7:00 p.m. These services will be preceded by a dinner. 
 
Advent Services – God's people sing His praises. From the well of joy 
that comes from being forgiven, redeemed, delivered, and at peace with 
God, it is quite necessary for songs to be sung and praise to be made. 
The theme for our Wednesday evening Advent services this year is 
“Cause for Great Joy.” We will mediate on the Advent and Christmas 
hymns of a Lutheran pastor named Paul Gerhardt and the Scriptural 
texts upon which these hymns are based. Through both song and the 
Word, we will be led through Advent celebrating the coming of our Lord: 
past in the Incarnation, present in His Word and Sacraments, and future 
on the Day of the Resurrection of all the dead.  
 

Love caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.  
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.  
Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace  
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race.  
                (Paul Gerhardt, LSB 334:4) 

  
12/10, Why So Far, Lord, Are You Staying? 
12/17, All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 
General Fund Income –  
Monthly Budgeted Income $  17,192.33 
Actual Income Received in November $  13,561.00 
Year to Date Budgeted Income $  68,769.32 
Year to Date Actual Income  $  59,361.00 
 

 
 

The Readings for today –  
Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion) 
Malachi 4:1–6 
Romans 15:4–13 
Luke 21:25–36 
 
The Lord Comes on the Last Day 
The day on which our Lord returns will be a “great and awesome day” 
(Mal. 4:5). For He will come in a cloud with great power and glory. To 
the wicked and the proud, it will be a Day of judgment that will “set 
them ablaze” (Mal. 4:1). The signs preceding this Day will bring them 
fear and fainting. But to those who believe, who fear the name of the 
Lord, this Day is one to look forward to and rejoice in: “. . . straighten up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 
21:28). Christ our Redeemer is coming; the Sun of Righteousness will 
bring healing in His wings. Let us, then, give attention to the words of 
the Lord, which do not pass away. Let us “through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures” (Rom. 15:4) be 
strengthened in our hope by the Holy Spirit and watch diligently for 
Jesus’ coming. Then, by God’s grace, we shall escape all these things 
that will come to pass and stand before the Son of Man. 
 
A Look Ahead to Next Sunday – 
Third Sunday in Advent (Gaudete) 
Isaiah 40:1–8 (9–11) 
1 Corinthians 4:1–5 
Matthew 11:2–10 (11) 
 
John the Baptizer Prepares the Way for the Lord 
The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way 
of the Lord . . .” (Isa. 40:1). John called the people to be made ready for 
the Messiah’s coming through repentance, for “all flesh is grass” (Isa. 
40:6). Now He asks from prison, “Are you the one who is to come . . .?” 
(Matt. 11:2). Jesus’ works bear witness that He is. The sick are made 
well, the dead are raised, and the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them. Their iniquity is pardoned; they have received from the Lord’s 
hand double forgiveness for all their sins. The “stewards of the mysteries 
of God” (1 Cor. 4:1) still deliver Christ’s overflowing forgiveness to the 
poor in spirit comforting God’s people with the word of the Gospel which 
stands forever. This Gospel produces rejoicing among all those who 
believe. 



 


